
HENDERSON OF FORDELL

The earliest association of the name of Henderson

with the lands of Fordell, which in the first quarter

of the 13th century pertained to

Hugh de Camera and his son his son

Richard a little later, in 1240 to

Sir William de Hereth

Robert Henrysone    =     Jonet and in the first half of the 15th century to

on Dec 12 1486, by the Prior and Convent of the

Friars Preachers of Edinburgh, to say masses for 

the souls of the said Robert Burgess of Edinburgh Sir William de Airth of Plean Charter at Fordell 1465

and his wife Jonet. Payed £10 by George heir.

Chief Schoolmaster of Dunfermline. Notary-public

Witnessed charter to Abbot 1478 & two others as "Magister." witnessed among others by John Henrisoun of Fordell

George James Henrysone John Henrisoun of Fordale, serjeant of the said barony of Fordell. 3 sisters

son and Heir Burgess of Edinburgh 1460-61 predeceased his father Robert Henrysone

d.1509 acquired the greater part of

Fordell from the descendants of

Sir William de Airth early 16 c.

Reeived Degree Bachelor of Arts at Paris

University in 1484 was Kings Advocate 1494

till 1507 became Justice Clerk. M. with issue d.1513

Robert Edward Henryson LL.D. "The learned civilian Edward Henryson LL.D. seems to have been Anne

Heir to Grandson the grandson of the poet" [Maister Robert Henryson].  "He received 1646, Dec. Ane Mistris Henerson (sister to Fordel 

   father Doctor of Laws Bourges University the degree of Doctor of Laws from the University of Bourges, where Hendersone sometime Lady Pittahro/Pitardo being

Returned to Scotland 1566 appointed he studied and where, for some years, he was professor of civil law. delated by many to be a witch was taken to Edinburgh

Lord of Session. He translated Plutarch's Feast of the Seven Sages, which he de- where she remained in prison for a time and was found

dicated to Ulrich Fuggr, a Tyrolese nobleman, by whom he was dead, that she had either strangled or poisoned herself.

patronized.  After his return to Scotland, he was, in 1556, appointed an She may  have been the wife of Sir John Carnegie son

extraordinary Lord of Session.  Sir Thomas Henderson of Chesters, of the Earl of Southesk, who acquired Pittarro in 1631.

Sir Thomas Henderson of Chesters his son, was also appointed a Lord of Session in 1622."  Swan's [Mr John Lamont's Diary]

Lord of Session 1622 Views of Fife, vol. iii. P.229.  Vide also Brunton and Hait's Cat. Of Lords 

of Session, for additional biographical notices of both these Henrysons,

pp.132-133.265-266. Maitland, in his History of Edinburgh, p. 198, gives

the Latin inscription, [with a translation] on the monument which was

Mr Alexander Henryson erected to the memory of Dr Edward Henryson, in the Greyfriars church-

Judge in the Consistory Court. yard, by his son, Sir Thpmas, in 1636; as also one to the

memory of Sir Thomas' own son, Mr Alexander Henryson,

likewise a Judge in the Consistory Court. [Historical Dunf. 

by Rev. Peter Chalmers Vol.1 p.575]

Note:-  The History of Inverkeithing and Rosyth by Rev. William Stephen P.140

           On this page under the bottom line reference is made to Poems of

            Robert Henrysone, pref.xIvii.  New Invent. Of Fordell Writs,K,15 and

            again Poems of Roberty Henrysone, pref.xIviii.

Note:-  Peter Chamers History of Dunfermline Vol.i p.575 312

Note - Mr John Llamont's Diary p.12.
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