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CHAPTER I:   INTRODUCTORY     
 

gELLAND, Gallald, or Gellet of ancient times, Lymkills or Limkills  

of yesterday Limekilns of to-day ï name whih or ever must be associated 

with the seaport village situated a little to the west of Rosyth, between that 

mushroom naval base ï now moribund, thanks to the German fleet lying on 

the bottom at Scapa Flow ï and the quite dead little port of Charlestown, built 

by a former Earl of Elgin for the outflow of minerals from his Broomhall 

estate.    

 
 

 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   Five miles away to the east lies Queensferry and some thre miles to the north 

the ancient Royal Burgh of Dunfermline, of which Limekilns was once the 

port. 

   Sitting in a bow-window in óThe Holliesô one quiet October evening, while a 

glorious sun was setting beyond the desolate ï looking harbour, an elderly 

Irish lady remarked; óI thought I was coming to the end of the earth when I 

was invited to Limekilns.ô  A lovely óendô indeed for those who have eyes to 

see, in the bleak irregularities of the foreshore, the making of the place from 

the painterôs point of view. 
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   Limekilns once was prosperous, and if it should ever become to again, as 

perhaps it may, it will not have to depend upon sailing-ships as of yore ï steam 

and petrol have seen to that, and the railway company will surely never want it 

as a port ïor upon lime, for the Charlestown quarries close at hand have long 

since supplanted those at Limekilns.  Of course the kilns that were once here 

gave the name, probably early in the seventeenth century, to the village which 

cropped up round them on p.467 of vol. XIII of the Statistical Account of 

Scotland, for which the ministers of the various parishes were largely 

responsible, and which was published first in 1794, we find an allusion to the 

origin of the name Limekilns :- 
 

   óFrom the vestiges of limekilns along the shore, the village of Limekilns derives its 

name; and it appears from these ancient ruins, that the lime works were carried on at 

a very remote period.  The seam of limestone is opposite to the Forth.  It is a mile 

long from E. to W. from 20 to 50 feet thick, and dips to the E. and W. from about the 

centre. 
 

   From the above account it is evident that there were remains of limekilns so 

recently as 1794; but by the time those who wrote of the place early in the 

nineteenth century came to publish their books, the ruins of the kilns must 

have been completely removed, for no author of that period mentions having 

himself seen them.  Indeed at one time limestone was worked on the foreshore 

from a point west of Charlestown all the way to Rosyth.  There is lime there 

yet, and coal too, and limestone is still to be seen, high up on Broomhall Wood 

above the western edge of the village.  The Gellet Rock itself is a pinnacle of 

limestone left when the outcrop of the seam which formed the crest of the 

ridge was quarried away all round it.  But at this spot it is never likely to be 

worked again. 

   Without an industry, it is a marvel how Limekilns keeps alive at all ï how so 

many cottages are still occupied all the year round; contentment, too, seems to 

prevail in the whole village.  It is, in fact, chiefly as a health resort that the 

place appears to have noted nowadays.  Many families from Glasgow and 

other industrial centres spend their summer holidays there, and on early 

closing days there is always a goodly gathering from Dunfermline. 

   Barbieri, in his Gazetteer of Fife, writing in 1857, says: - 
 

     óThis is a large seaport village with a population of 1000*  For present so fine a 

view of the Forth and opposite coast and still fewer are so well sheltered from the 

cold North and East winds; being screened by the high ground of Broomhall on the 

North, and from the East winds by the ferry hills.  And hence the reason why it was 

for many years a place of great  resort for sea bathing, and that from distant parts.ô 
 

 

 

* See appendix, Note I.    À See Appendix Note II. 
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   It cannot be said that sea bathing is one of its present attractions.  The water  

is too muddy ï not to mention the presence of drains.  Still there are swimming  

contest at the annual Charlestown and Limekilns regattaÀ (a great affair, this, 

with merry-go-rounds and fair complete), and a few enthusiasts may be seen 

disporting themselves in the water during the summer months. 

      
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PLATGE III 
 

óTHE HOLLIES,ô LIMEKILNS 

Birthplace of The Right Hon. Lord Wavertree. 

 

 

   Let the visitor who is attracted to this out-of-the-way spot and wishes to 

become better acquainted, commence his promenade at the old burying-ground 

of what was once Rosyth Church ï the Kirk to the people of Limekilns, 

although it lies at a distance of several hundred yards from the nearest house of 

the village.  The north and east walls alone remain, and several graves are now 

to be found within their angle, where priest and congregation once stood.  The 

grass grown churchyard is well filled with graves whose occupants cold surely 
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not have wished for a more peaceful, secluded spot in which to sleep.  From it 

the path leads west, skirting the sea, and presently reaches Brucehaven, the 

eastmost of the two harbours which Limekilns boasts.  It consists of a  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   

 
space between two parallel spits of rock, on one of which a stone pier called the 

Capernaum pier, now somewhat damaged, has been built for greatef protection 

from he west.  At low tide the boats lying in the harbour are left high and dry.  

As for the word Capernaum (shoes local pronunciation sounds like Coppôrnom) 

it seems to embrace the whole of the eastern extremity of the village.  There is 

an old shipbuilding yard here, but it has become grass-grown long since and is 

now clean deserted, except for an occasional boat or two being patched up by a 

local cabinet-maker. 

    Farther on are the ruins of a large brewery, formerly famous for its Elgin 

Ales, and then comes the óPanhouse,ô no longer a salt-making concern, and 

never a large one at that , but an interesting relic withal, and one that dates from 

1613.  At the point where Dunfermline Road reached the coast stands óThe 

Hollies,ô a snug little house with double bow-windows.  Now the property of 

Lord Wavertree, it formerly belonged to Sir Andrew Barclay Walker, his father, 

who came by it through his wife and it was here in December 1856 that his lady 

gave birth unexpectedly to the future peer.  The house, which has in recent 
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times been linked up with one standing at angle behind it, merits only passing 

notice. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

   From this point let the visitor step north, behind the front row of houses, 

and notice the buildings thre which in days gone by were nice old-fashioed 

inns and snug homes for skippers and their mates.  And then, if he has 

permission, he may turn up into Broomhall Wood and looked down upon that 

part of the village behind the main street.  Here he will see óThe Kingôs 

Cellarô nestling close under the hill and facing onto Academy Square ï high 

sounding name, that, for a part of Limekilns! But over a hundred years ago 

óThe Kingôs Cellarô was used for a time as a village school, and some 

facetious person must have christened the space in front of it by that name, 

which has stuck to it ever since.  Passing from the low stone houses seaward, 

let the visitorôs eyes rest upon Limekilns harbour, or what remains of it, once 

a scene of great activity., and if the tide be low, so that there is added the 

desolation of a rock-strewn, foreshore to the unobtrusive melancholy of the 

scene, he will, if at one conversant with the history of Limekilns, surely feel 

inclined to murmur the familiar Latin tag on departed glory. 

   On a small terrace overlooking the road as it clears the western outskirts of 

the village strands the War Memorial, a column recoding on its plinth the 

names of twenty-five inhabitants of the district who laid down their lives.  

Cavalry, Artillery, Infantry, and the Merchant Marine are all represented.  

One man served in a Canadian regiment two or three in English infantry, and 

the rest, about half the total, in Scottish infantry ï the Black Watch, Gordons, 

Argylls, and Royal Scots. 
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   There is still much of the seventeenth and early eighteenth century masonry 

to be seen at Limekilns, and, as their foundations tell us, some of the óhousesô 

are built on the site of much older ones.  But only óThe Kingôs Cellar,ô as a 

habitable place, takes us back to a more remote period.  Several doorways are 

out of place ï they have belonged to older and more important buildings; but 

no doorway ï excepting two in óThe Kingôs Cellar,ô which are of much 

earlier date ï belongs to a period earlier than the beginning of the seventeenth 

century, unless it be the one which is seen in Plate VIII.  This doorway 

possesses an enormous lintel, made of two separate stones, the easternmost 

one of which extends so far east that it does duty for a quoin-stone as well.  

Having had no relieving-arch above it, it has given way on the west side.  

There is a curious little ósquinchô to the left of the doorway, which has beaten 

many heads to say why it is there. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
   

 The best-known inscribed door-lintel in Limekilns to-day is one near the 

west end of the village in óHackettôs Haôô (or Hackettôs Hall).  Very simple, 

and but rudely incised, it recalls Joseph Wilson shipmaster, and his first wife, 

Margaret Finlayson, who were married in 1774.  The house itself seems to be 
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at least fifty years older than this date.  There is also a tirling-pin on the front 

door ï the only one in use to-day in Limekilns.  The Misses Bayne are owners 

of this old house.  From two of the title-deeds in their possession, dated 

respectively 1769 and 1844, it appears that the land on which the house 

stands and the garden behind were ófeudô* by the first owner from óSir Peter 

Halkett of Pitfirrane and Captain Halkett his son . . . reserving always to the 

superior the coal under the ground of the said land and full right to everything 

necessary for the good of their coal upon payment of damage above ground.ô  

Coal, marl, mines, and minerals were generally reserved with power to the 

proprietor, or ósuperiorô as he was legally styled , to work and carry away the 

same, the payment of surface damages to be settled by arbitration.  Of the 

Halkett family we shall have more to say in Chapter V. 

   One of the title-deeds shows that William Wilson, shipmaster, who had 

succeeded to the óJoseph Wilsonô house, disposed of it to the late Andrew and 

John Bayne, shipmasters; and through the former it came into the possession 

of the Misses Bayne.  The 1769 document commences in this way;  óIn the 

Name of God Amen Know All men by this present . . . ó a kind of clipt-grace-

before-meat way of putting it, which occurs in old-time legal documents. 

   At this house are to be seen a number of inscribed nickel óduesô spoons as 

well as a óduesô bowl of the óforties, which had been presented to Miss 

Bayneôs forebears.   

   The late Mr. Alan Reid F.E.I.S., F.S.A. Scot., who knew Limekilns better 

than most people of his day, gives us a good description of the village, etc., 

past present, in his guide-book Limekilns and Charlestown, published in 

1903.  The flowing passage is quoted from it: - 
 

  óIf the earlier history of Limekilns could be traced it would be found running side 

by side with Dunfermline.  By whatever name the place was known of old, it was 

the natural seaport of the town and rose around the palaces of royalty and religion 

founded some three and a half miles inland.  A more attractive bit of seaboard was 

not on Forthaôs borders.  As a necessity for resources and resource, Limkilns came 

into being; and through the years it ministered to the needs of the palace, abbey, and 

town, until it was able to assert its independence as a characteristic Fifeshire 

village.ô 
 

   Mr Reid it was who first thrashed out the subject of óThe Kingôs Cellar,ô 

and gave us the truth about it form an antiquarian standpoint; and a paper of 

his dealing with it was published in the Proceedings of the Scottish Society of 

Antiquaries. 

 

 

 

 

* Feu is a Scottish term signifying a right to the use of land, houses, etc., in perpetuity, for a stipulated annual payment. 
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   PLATE IV 
   ANCIENT DOORWAY AT LIMEKILNS  
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Both art and letters have been closely associated with Limekilns.  We know         

            that George Thomson, the friend and correspondent of Robert Burns, was  
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born here in 1757.  He was the son of Robert Thomson and Anne Stirling, his 

wife, and witnesses at the baptism were óRolland Cowie,ô wigmaker in 

Dunfermline, and Andrew Reeky, preceptor to the children of Mr. Robert  

Wellwood of Easter Gellet, advocate.  Robert Thomson was village 

schoolmaster. 

   For only five years George resided here, as his father removed to Banff in  

1762.  George Thomson, as most people know, was editor of the largest and 

best edition of Scottish songs that had up to the time appeared.  A descendant 

of his was married to Charles Dickens. Thomson died in Edinburgh in 1851, 

at the age of ninety-four.  His Life and Work was compiled by Cuthbert 

Hadden, and published so recently as 1898.   George Thomson is not to be 

confused with James Thomson who wrote The Seasons and Rule, Britannia.  

Natives of Limekilns have said that the latter was born there too, which is a 

mistake.  So far as is known, he never even visited the old seaport. 

      Robert Louis Stevenson occasionally landed at Limekilns when sailing in 

the Forth, and in his Kidnapped Alan Breck and David Balfour were brought 

to an inn there.  They were afterwards rowed across the Forth in the dead of 

night by an obliging and plucky servant-maid ï whether from Brucehaven or 

the older harbour we are not told. 

       All the historians and writers of Dunfermline and other parts of Fife in the 

vicinity have, of course, paid frequent visits to Limekilns.  They include 

Lindesay of Pitscottie; Sir Robert Sibbald; Sir John Sinclair; Dr John 

Thomson. Dr Chalmers; Dr Ebenezer Henderson; Dr Barbieri; the Rev John 

Fernie; Mr H. Beveridge; Dr Russell Walker; Mr William Gifford; Mr John 

Geddie, the author of The Fringes of Fife; the Rev A.S. Wilson; Mr Andrew 

S. Cunningham; Mr Alan Reid; and the Rev William Stephen, who has 

recently brought out a very instructive book on Inverkeithing, full of fresh 

matter which as by no means easily accessible. 

       A young man named Robert Pollok, or Pollock,. who was born in 1798 and 

died in 1827, came frequently to Limekilns and was known to sit about the 

shore and on the pier at Capernaum, and string off yards of what was looked 

upon by many at the time, and for at least thirty years afterwards, as good 

poetry.  The Course of Time was the result of his labour, and Blackwood 

published it in two volumes in 1827; a quarto edition as issued in 1857, and it 

ran through something like twelve editions.  But we never hear more than the 

name now, and that only at rare intervals when some enthusiastic person 

thinks he has rediscovered a great poet associated with an ancient Fife 

seaport: his ócourse of timeô has run its full length and will never come gain ï

no twentieth-century publisher at any rate is likely to attempt a thirteenth 

edition of it. 

      Had it not been for its natural harbours, part  of which was eventually 

walled off for extra protection, Limekilns would probably never have come 

into being; the Dunfermline monks of pre-Reformation days would have 
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fixed on some other part of Fife coast for óThe Kingôs Cellar.ô  Limestone, 

too, without ships to carry away the lime, could never have made the place 

what it was ï a very flourishing village ï in the second quarter of the 

nineteenth century.  It will be fitting, therefore, to open with a chapter 

concerning its two harbours and ships, and to tell the reader besides a little 

concerning its shipmasters and shipments of former days. 
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CHAPTER II.  

HARBOURS, SHIPS, SHIPMASTERS 

AND SHIPMENTS OF L IMEKILNS.   
 
 

 
  óThe wide sea was your kingdom, the full-riggôd brig your throne, 

   Till oil and steam and wings of dream deprived you of your own; 

   But the laurels you were decked with by your sonôs shall be worn 

   In the steamer or óplane whereôer they reign from Norseland to the Horn. 

 

Even the majority of people who reside at Limekilns, including those born 

there, have but a hazy notion of the history of their two harbours and long-

dead shipping has been exaggerated of late years; for according to two 

ancient seamen, well backed by at least a score of cronies, óconsiderable over 

a hundred ships sailed from here in past daysô - which is true enough, but 

only for a comparatively short period in the history of the old Fifeshire 

seaport. 

 The ordnance Gazetteer of Scotland, under the heading óLimekilns,ô says: - 
 

   óIn 1814 Limekilns had 4 brigs, 1 schooner, and 137 sloops; in 1843, 6 

brigs, 7 schooners, 16 sloops and a pinnace, these thirty manned by 168 men.ô 

 

   To set against this a contemporary authority, the Rev. John Fernie, who 

published his History of Dunfermline in 1815, is responsible for the following 

statement  regarding the shipping belonging to Limekilns in the year 1814: - 

 
   óIt consists of four brigs from one to two hundred; and thirty-seven sloops, from 

twenty to one hundred tons burthen.  These vessels during the summer are mostly 

employed in the carriage of lime from Charlestown . . . Great quantities of coals 

used formerly to be exported from the harbour of Limekilns.  This for a number of 

years has been entirely discontinued; but from another harbour immediately 

adjacent, called Brucehaven, coals belonging to the parish [of Dunfermline] still 

continue, to a certain extent, to be exported.ô 

 

   From a book entitled Memorials of the Life and Work of the Rev. William 

Johnston, M.A., D.D., we learn that in 1823 there were 

 
   ó600 sittings let in the church, and the village highly prosperous, there being over 

sixty ships belonging to Limekilns, manned by nearly 300 sailors.  About 200 

carpenters were employed building ships.ô 
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We find, too, that at the same period there was óextensive shipping of lime 

and coal from Limekilns, which included Brucehaven Harbour.ô 

   It is difficult to say where exactly the truth lies.  Probably the most 

prosperous period was the first three decades of the nineteenth century, 

thanks to a railway line which came down from the coal-mines, on the east 

side of the Broomhall estate, and terminated at Limekilns.  Far more coal 

and lime was exported at that time through one of its harbours than from 

neighbouring Charlestown, which, according to Mr. Fernie, had in 1814 

óonly sixteen sloops and one brig . . . to convey the lime away.ô 

   From Dr. John Thomsonôs description of ócommerceô in his book General 

View of the Agriculture of the County of Fife, we learn that up to the year 

1800 there was comparatively little trade done by Fife vessels between 

Scotland and foreign countries.  These vessels were chiefly built for 

coasting, and their voyages carried them between Fife and London.  To the 

Port of Leith, no doubt, with its connection with the Metropolis, was due the 

fact that Fife up to date made no considerable figure in commerce outside 

England and Scotland.  There were, of course, much larger and better ports 

than those of Limekilns and Brucehaven in other parts of Fife, yet even these 

did but little trade with the foreigners.  

  In 1814, so Fernie tells us, the depth of water in both harbours was óabout 

eight feet in neap and fourteen in spring tides,ô and Charlestown harbour was 

of the same depth.  This was of course at high water.  At low water vessels 

in all three harbours were left high and dry, just as they are to-day. 

   We have no certain knowledge as to when a harbour proper was built at 

Limekilns.  It is quite evident that whenever it was ï perhaps early in the 

sixteenth century ï the stone of the district (freestone of the cliffs at the back 

of the village) would be used, and the lime made from the limestone in the 

locality utilized for the mortar. It was only about 170 years ago that 

limestone further west was worked.  Charles, 5th Earl of Elgin, developed 

the industry, and about the year 1765 nine large drawn-kilns were erected 

there, and the village of Charlestown which perpetuates his name, rose 

above them. 

   The lime of Limekilns and Charlestown was famous, and so well adapted 

to resist the action of the sea-water that it has been used in the building of 

many harbours.  óIts land-fortifying qualities,ô we are told, ówere also much 

esteemed, and for a long time preference was given to the Charlestown lime 

by many or the Northumbrian produce.ô  Beyond having heard of the fame 

of the Limekilns lime we are not told what its destination was, thought we 

may be certain it was used for all the ancient buildings in the vicinity, 

including óThe Kingôs Cellar,ô harbour, etc.; and for all we know it may 

have been used in the construction of the Abbey and Palace at Dunfermline. 

   Formerly the lime from Charlestown, we know for certain, was shipped 

from the piers of Limekilns and Brucehaven.  A railway was run from 
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Charlestown kilns to three piers, first of all narrow rails for hutches, and then 

wider ones for wagons which brought it to the near approaches of the 

harbours.  In very early time, of course, it was conveyed to them in wagons 

drawn by horses.  There are still to be seen the old stables at Charlestown 

opposite the óSutleryô (now Mr. Baxterôs grocerôs shop and post-office), 

where Lord Elginôs horses were kept for this purpose.   It was horse-haulage, 

too, and not rope-haulage from the quarries to the kilns in 1760. 

   In the sixties of last century the Charlestown and Dunfermline Railway 

took over most of the transportation of lime, and by 1870 we might say that 

shipping from Limekilns and Brucehaven received its death-blow, though it 

lingered on from Charlestown for a time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  PLATE V  
 

Brig óJessie Thomsô of Limekilns (Captain John 

Monro) Entering The Harbour of Malta, 1854. 
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    Having alluded to the Rev. William Johnston, it may be mentioned here 

that it was he who, in 1852. ójoined in holy matrimony,ô and in the old 

Scottish way ï in the house ï Mr. Andrew Barclay Walker (afterwards 

knighted, and created a Baronet in 1886 ï father of the future Lord 

Wavertree) and Miss Elizabeth Eliza Reid, eldest daughter of Captain John 

Reid, shipmaster and ship-owner, of óThe Hollies.ô   A portrait of the latter, 

showing a middle-aged man with fresh complexion and black hair, and 

whiskers of the Victorian era, hangs in the dining-room of óThe Hollies.ô  Mr. 

Reid was married to a daughter of Captain John Monro, another Limekilns 

ship-master, whose name was well known in shipping circles on the Forth.  

Captain Reid is still remembered with affection by many of the older people, 

who were also much attached to his daughter, Miss Joanna Reid, for long 

resident at óThe Hollies.ô  She died in Edinburgh in 1920, and was laid to rest 

in the old burying-ground of Rosyth Church, where many of her relatives, the 

Andesons, Reids, and Monros, have been interred for a century back and 

more.  Another of his daughters, Isabella, married her first cousin, Mr. James 

Monro, who died in 1926. 

   Captain John Monro (Lord Wavertreeôs great-grandfather) had two sons, 

Andrew and Robert, who, following in their gatherôs footsteps, became great 

seafaring people and made voyages to many parts of the world in their own 

sailing vessels.  Andrew Monro himself sailed a brig, Jessie Thoms (built at 

Dundee), round the Cape of Good Hope to Saldanha Bay, and also round 

Cape Horn to Valparaiso.  All three of them would sail from Limekilns to 

Russia, Norway, and Sweden, and to the ports in Denmark, Holland, 

Belgium, France, and into the Mediterranean. 

   Mrs. James Monro has several exceedingly interesting pictures of vessels 

which belonged to the family, including the Cicerone, lost in the Baltic, 

Jessie Thoms, Nellys and Betty, and the John Monro. All but the first named 

are herein reproduced, together with the Sir Walter Scott, a Limekilns sloop 

which carried passengers and goods even after paddle-steamers entered into 

direct competition.  And often she completed her voyage when the steamer 

was compelled to take shelter from the gale.  The John Monro belonged to 

Captain Johnôs son Robert, and was lost off the east coast during a heavy 

easterly gale.  Her sails were torn to rags, and she drove on to the banks, 

where she went to pieces.  The crew all perished except Captain Monro, who 

was found next day insensible, lashed to a floating spar.  He recovered and 

lived for many years afterwards at Limekilns.  But of the collection, the large 

water-colour of Nellys and Betty is most appealing to the eye: besides being 

accurately drawn, there is something in the composition of the picture which 

readily takes one back to the eighteenth century.  She was built at Limekilns 

for Mr. John Anderson, shipmaster, who purchased the old red-tiled cottage 

behind and now connected with óThe Hollies,ô and probably built óThe 

Holliesô itself.  John Anderson married Helen Wyld, who belonged to an Irish 
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family, several of whom came over to Scotland and settled in Fifeshire about 

the time of the Irish Rebellion, circa 1689.  She died in 1820.   Anderson had 

two daughters, Helen and Betty, and since his wifeôs name was Helen also, 

and the two Helens would probably be called Nelly, it looks as if he 

christened his brig after his three nearest female relations.   The younger 

Helen, who died in 1874, was married to John Reid, shipmaster of Limekilns, 

father of the John Reid already referred to, and great-grandfather of Lord 

Wavertree.   The old water-colour is  particularly interesting on account of the 

ótwo exact viewsô in the one picture of this typical merchant brig of the latter 

part of the eighteenth century.  We can see her stern so well in the side 

drawing, and can read her name there in large black Georgian letters. 

   It would be a difficult matter now to get the names of all those captains who 

sailed vessels from Limekilns from the beginning of last century, and the 

following is but an imperfect list of those who resided there and were 

connected in one way and another, as shipmasters and shipowners, with the 

Fifeshire trade of the nineteenth century:  The Lawsons; the Baynes; the 

Clarks; Mr. Harley; the Wilsons of Academy Square, or Close; Mr. 

Stenhouse, father of the present sea-captain who, though he has lived in 

retirement there for a considerable time, never sailed from Limekilns; the 

Fotheringhams; the Monros (two families); Messrs. Gifford, Reid, Potter (two 

families), Young, Liddell, Poole, Whitehead, MôLaren, and Bryce.  When 

many of these gave up going to sea or owning vessels, their sons proved 

themselves splendid sailors, and got the command of ships sailing over the 

whole world, and some of those ships amongst the most seaworthy and fastest 

afloat. 

   Captain Stenhouse, now in his eightieth year, lives in a curious little grey 

house wedged in between larger ones in Red Row.  He possesses a map of 

great interest showing the three journeys he had made round the Horn.  In one 

of these it took the barque nine weeks to double the point, a matter of 500 

miles only, but she kept drifting back owing to headwinds and too little 

ballast.  On this voyage she was at one moment actually 240 miles south of 

the Horn ï in Antarctic regions.  The period covered by the struggle was 25th 

September to 26th November 1889, which is of course spring in those 

latitudes.  A year later Captain Stenhouse sailed round the Horn in eleven 

days ï a very different story. 

   A close examination of the two harbours of Limekilns and Brucehaven 

should at once show that the former is the older of the two.  To begin with, it 

is a very natural one, with protection against the winds from the west and 

north, whereas Brucehaven is more exposed.  It is true that the entrance in the 

reef of rock bounding the ancient harbour on its south side is very narrow ï 

the rock, in very old times, was cut through and the passage is known as the 

óghautsô ï sometimes wrongly spelt ógattsô ï but when once a vessel was 
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inside the harbour she found better shelter than at Brucehaven. (See Appendix, 

Note III.) 

   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

PLATE VI  
 

óThe Ghauts,ô Limekilns. 

 

 

   When exactly the ancient Limekilns harbour was closed for exportation is 

not known.  The late Mr James Monro said that he remembered vessels 

coming into it a little previous to 1870 to be repaired, caulked, tarred etc., and 

at a time when exportation as proceeding from Brucehaven.  About 1863 the 

old harbour wall on the west side was pulled down, and what was once a 

large pond or reservoir, known as óBucket Pat,ô was filled up with the stones 

and a school-house built upon the site.  This building showed the date 1864 

on the east side of it, but does so no longer, for it has been partly demolished 

and its function assumed by a new and far larger school up on the 

Dunfermline road just clear of the town.  It was completed in 1912.  The 

pond, which had a sluice that opened when the tide came in, filled with sea-

water.  Then the sluice was closed, and when the tide was out the sliding gate 
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was opened again, allowing the water to gush out and so clear the harbour of 

its refuse.  Boys used to catch flounders in this pond.  The narrow wall in the 

pier was erected in 1870 to afford a little protection to a few small sailing and 

rowing boats, such as are still anchored in the harbour. There are no mooring-

posts left here, but at Brucehaven there are several on the pier, and one or two 

are in good preservation. 

 Standing on the shore at Limekilns in this year of grace, and over looking the 

now little-used waterway of the Forth, it is interesting to recall that the past 

century and a half has seen the rapid growth and no less rapid decline of two 

utterly distinct periods of maritime activity ïthe first, peaceful, of sailing 

vessels, based on the flourishing like and coal industries that had sprung up 

along the coast; the second, warlike, of steam and oil, when Rosyth, for the 

crowded years of the war, was the base of the Battle Cruiser Squadron, and of 

hordes of destroyers.  Now both periods have passed, and the Forth has 

lapsed again into the placid existence which it knew through the aeons of 

time that came before. 
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CHAPTER III:  CHARL ESTOWN; ITS LIME.  

INDUSTRY AND SHIPMENTS.       

 

Addressing the House of Lords on the subject of garden cities, Victor 

Alexander, 9th Earl of Elgin, declared that this so-called ónovel ideaô was not 

a new one to him, for his own estate in Scotland possessed a garden city built 

by his great-grandfather more than a century before.   There is, in fact, a 

curiously modern air about this hundred-and-fifty -year-old village, where 

every cottage has a garden back and front and the whole lay-out is 

symmetrical lines.  Without doubt Charles, 5th Earl of Elgin, was a man far in 

advance of his time. 

   In the already quoted Statistical Account of Scotland (vol. XIII., p.467), we 

find the following: - 

 
óIn the years 1777 and 1778 his lordship began to build nine large draw-kilns, 

a harbour, waggon ways for drawing the stone from the quarry to Kilnheads, 

and a village for accommodating his work people, which, after himself, was 

called Charlestown.  From 30 to 50 vessels are usually lying at Charlestown 

[this in 1794] taking their turns of loading lime shells [unslacked lime] during 

the summer months.ô 

 

   There is quite certainly a mistake here about the dates ó1777 and 1778ô as 

Charles, 5th Earl died in 1771, and we possess statistics of the works dating 

from that year (vide p.33) probably 1767 and 1768 would be nearer the mark. 

   Fortunately we are able to reconstruct accurately enough the picture this 

flourishing industry must have presented during the last quarter of the 

eighteenth century, thanks to two manuscript books and a manuscript óscrollô 

that have come down to us.  The first is a register containing Masterô receipts 

for the latter part of 1796.  Between 14th October and 1st December no less 

than 142 vessels cleared the port, while on 15th October the total for the day 

was as many as eight.  It is a very different story that Charlestown has to tell 

to-day.  Opposite is a specimen of the receipts:- 
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        PLATE VII  
 

        TWO EXACT VIEWS OF THE óNELLYS & BETTYô 

 

        A Limkilns brig (built circa 12781) owned and sailed 

        By John Anderson (b.1741, d. 1792), Shipmaster of 

        that port.  His wifeôs name was Helen Wyld (óNellyô), 

        and they had two daughters, Helen (óNellyô) and Elizabeth (óBettyô) 
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   The names of the different ships figuring in the register help to colour the 

picture.  Below is the complete list, and it is worthy of note that of all the 

skippers only two were unable to sign their  names.  This, having regard to 

the date, testifies to the high standard of education for which Scotland has 

always been famous.  The original spellings are retained. 

 

Elizabeth of Charlestown.   Isabella and Margaret of Lime- 

Nancy of Bonness.    kilns. 

Lady Mary Ann of Arbroath.   Endeavour of Sheriffmuirlands. 

Nelly of Arbroath.    Nelly of Alloa. 

Christian and Jean of Carron.   Betsy of Charlestown. 

Jean of Charlestown.    Peggy of Easthaven. 

Nelly of Charlestown.    Sloop Countess of Elgin of this 

Unity of Mannor.     Port. 

Lovely Nancy of Charlestown.   William and Ann of Limekilns. 

Friendship of Kinnet.    Ann and Margaret of 

Charlestown. 

James of Carron.     Jean of Limekilns. 

Good Intent of Charlestown.   Sloop Earl of Elgin of this  
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Industry of Mannor.    Port. 

Happy Return of Airth.    Amity of Alloa. 

Smart of Limekilns.    Two Friends of Carron. 

Janet of Limekilns.    Betty of Charlestown. 

Happy Return of Crombie Point.  Isabella of Limekilns. 

Mary Ann of Thrisk.    William and Nicholas of 

Arbroath. 

Dilligence of Alloa.    Nelly of Arbroath. 

Providence of Alloa.    Charlestown of Stonehaven. 

Janet and Ann of Charlestown.   Two Brothers of Grangemouth. 

Robert of Kennet.     Nancy of Stonehaven. 

True Friends of Mannor.   Margaret and Isabell of Arbroath. 

Margaret and Isabella of Arbroath.  Sloop Bettsey of this Port. 

Friendship of Arbroath.    Peggies of Alloa. 

Jean of Aberdeen.     Jean of Aberdeen. 

David and Jean of Newhaven.   Nelly of Stirling. 

Ann of Charlestown.    Mary Ann of Throskie. 

Mary of Faline.     Bettsy and Anne of Limekilns. 

Janet of Charlestown.    British Tarr of Boness. 

Plow of Don.     Ballona of Carron. 

John and Mary of Gourden.   Ann of Limekilns. 

James and Euphans of Limekilns.  Sisters of Alloa. 

Isabella of Mannor.    Bettey of Stonehaven. 

James of Carron.     Endeavour of Peterhead. 

Katherine of Charlestown.   Nancy of Arbroath. 

Margaret of Torryburn.    Jamie and Jannie of Charles- 

Venus of Abroath.    town. 

Margaret of Kincardine.    Two Brothers of Grangemouth. 

Molly of Stirling.     Glasgow Packet of Carron. 

James of Stonehaven.    Martha of Carron. 

James of Crombie Point.   Janet of Manor. 

Ruthland of Dumbarton.    Betsy of Limekilns. 

Friendship of Dundee.    Appollo of Carron. 

Jeanet of Limekilns.    Isaabella of Cambus. 
 

   Several of these vessels made four and five trips to east coast ports (mostly 

in the Forth) between 15th October and 1st December.  The Endeavour of 

Sheriffmuirlands achieved no less than eight to its óportô of origin, a distance 

up the river of from twenty-five to thirty miles.  The estimations of the other 

ships, as recorded in the register, were Arbroath, Carronshore (the two 

occurring most frequently), Bridgeness, Eyemouth, Bridge of Earn, 

Perthshore, Westhaven, Bainsford, Kennetpans, Aberdeen, Invergaurie Bay, 
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Cambus, Stewarthall, Inchyree, Kincardine, Stonehaven, Dunmore, Wemyss, 

Stirlingshore, Grangemouth. 
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 PLATE VIII  
 

  THE óJOHN MONROô OFF GREENWICH  
 

A brig belonging to Captain R. Munro, of Limekilns. 

She was lost off the east coast during a heavy easterly 

Gale.  Her sails were blown to rags, and she drove on 

to the banks, where she went to pieces.  The crew all 

perished except Captain Munro, who was found next day 

insensible lashed to a floating spar.  He recovered and 

lived may years afterwards at Limekilns. 

[Fr om a water-colour by James Bell.] 

 

   

 The other book is scarcely a book at all, rather a little manuscript booklet of 

a dozen pages, half of them of parchment with a pen-and-ink drawing of the 

Charlestown kilns on the title page.   It is called óPart of the Earl of Elginôs 
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Lime Worksô and bears the inscription óPresented by his Lordship to the Earl 

of Ailesbury.ô  It is from the descendant of the latter that the descendant of 

the former has now seems to have been in charge of the works.  It is dated 16 

th Sept. 1796, and signed by one John Ross, who seems to have been in 

charge of the works.  It gives some interesting particulars concerning the 

industry, as for example: - 
 

   óSince the year 1789 some very material alterations has taken place at these 

works:   By observation, and experiments made, it was found that the kilns were 

too narrow below, and it was considered that widening them downwards would 

make a great improvement, they were therefore widened, two of them in 

particular, that were only 9 feet wide at bottom are now 15, and 16 feet wide, and 

they are considered the best kilns known of anywhere;  They have likewise been 

raised from 3 to 4 feet higher than they were originally the result of the whole has 

produced the most beneficial consequences. 

       óFormerly, in the prime of the season, (the longest day) the dayly consumpt, of 

limestone at the kilns was 135 waggons of 2ӎ Tons each, or 315 Tons in whole, 

producing an average from 900 to 1000 Bolls* of Limeshells and from 250 to 

300 Bs. Lumber, from which Slacked Lime is made. 

   óThe waggons has also been enlarged to carry 3 Tons each, and the dayly 

consumpt, at the same period is now 160 waggons and 480 Tons, producing on 

an average 1600 Bolls of Limeshells and 250 Bolls of Lumber. 

   óAll this additional work is performed with the same number of men and 

waggons as formerly acting with more energy [Canôt you see him putting in the 

extra ónô!] to their own emolument, as well as their constituents [sic]. 

   óThe medium profits of ten years preceding 1789 came to little more than 

£1900, notwithstanding two or three years of the latter part of that period in 

which Mr Forbes of Callandir got very large quantities of Lime and Limestone 

that enlarged the sale greatly and encreased the profits:  Since then they have 

progressively risen to, and in some years has exceeded, £3000, as will appear 

from the annexed abstract of Sales and profits. 

   óThe sales of Lime shells will far exceed 22,000 Bolls and 4000 ChaldersÀ of 

Slacked Lime well above £13,000, or fully £14,000 value, yielding a profit of 

above pared with the een preceding years, the prices having been raised a little 

this year, and when they are raised to what is proposed, 1/- per Boll of Lime 

shells, [the existing price was 10d. p. boll] and Slacked lime and Lime Shells in 

proportion, the annual profits of the works in favourable Season will not be less 

than £6000 Str. Independent of the Coalierie purchased some years ago, which 

when opened up by a proper level to carry off the water and the proposed waggon 

way executed will be found fitt to yield a revenue, from the sale of coals, of from 

one to two or three Thousand Pounds annually, as it is prosecute with spirit or 

not, and that for a long period of time being an extensive field of 900 acres of 

many seams of the best quality of coals: add to this, that it is known for certain  

 

* 6½ bolls lime shells =1 ton.  À 1 chalder of slacked lime = 18 bolls.       

1 boll lime shells = 8788 cubic inches.    2 chalders of slacked lime = 1 ton. 
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that there are in His Lordshipôs own Estate and within a quarter of a mile of the 

Limeworks, three seams of coal not far from the surface, Fifteen feet thick, 

beside what may be under that, not yet explored, and there is the greatest reason 

to suppose, from appearances, that the whole of His Lordshipôs Estate is Coal 

ground. 

   This purchased Coalierie lays in the lands of Clune and West Baldridge North 

west from Dunfermline and from four to five miles distant from the works at 

Charlestown from it the whole coals consumed at the Limeworks, come to the 

extent of upwards of which will be saved when brought on a waggon way. 

  óThese Coals are charged at four shillings per Ton to the Limeworks, being the 

rate of the country.ô 
  

 In another place we read: - 
 

      óAnnual consumpt, of Limestone at the Kilns is about 74,000 Tons. 

     ó Ditto of Coals ï 4000 chalders or 12,000 tons [there seems to be some  

       discrepancy here, seeing tht 2 chalders = 1 ton]. 

     ó Produces about 220,000 bolls of Lime shells, and 72,000 Bolls Slacked Lime. 

     ó Total value above 12,000 Stl. 

     ó Sold off in from 1200 to 1300 Cargos of various values from £2 to £28 each. 

     ó The Kilns are now Nine in number and are from 29 to 30 feet deep, to the sole        

       the drawing eyes, . . . of different capacities, requiring from 170 to 213 Tons      

      Limestone and 28 to 34 Tons of Coals, to fill them.ô 

 

 

          Tables sowing abstracts of sales are given for the period 1771-82 and 1789-95. 
     The development that took place can be seen from the following four yearsô results:  

 
   Shells.  Lime.         Stones.       Amount.                Net Gain. 

 

1771 .   .   . 57,515  2859½        37,814      £3,847 : 14: 0        £807 : 17 :  1 

1781 .   .   . 101,520 1977½        35,039        5,499 :   2 : 5        1077 : 1 :   7 

             1791   .  .   .194,194  3747         56,502      10,452 : 10 : 7 3059  : 0 :  3 

1795   .   .    211,819  3498          56,352      12,185 :  3 : 6        1759  :  9 :  2 

 

 

 

   With some idea of the óennergyô expended by land and sea during the latter 

part of the eighteenth century, and for which the lime and coal industries of 

the Elgin estates were responsible, it is especially interesting to read in the 

manuscript óscrollô referred to above the most minute particulars of how the 

horse-drawn hutches were constructed.  This document, whih also belongs to 

Lord Elgin, is about 3 ft. 6 ins. in length.   Near the top is a drawing 

(reproduced by kind permission of Lord Elgin) of a hutch on its wooden rails.  

The movements of the spirited horse which draws it seem to be controlled by 

nothing but the brake,  
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operated by a rakish, if rather thin-legged, brakesman. About 2 feet of closely 

written specifications follow.  óObserve,ô comments the writer at one point 

óthere is no sheath at the hind part of the waggon.  But doors in their places 

for the convenience of Loading and unloading the Waggons with the great 

Coal.ô   The óExpence of building a Coal Waggon as above carries 2½ tons of 

Great Coal, ôamounts to £13.10.6d. 

 The items of the account are too numerous to quote in full, but the following  

 

 

 

extracts serve to emphasise a few of the changes which 150 years have 

wrought in the world. 

 
óTo 2 axle tres (of very est iron). . lb.182   £3 0  8 

óTo 378 nails (of various sizes  .  .                   4  7 

óTo Wright work making the Coop, Bush- 

ing Mettle Wheels and Hewing the wood 

Wheels and every other thing in finish- 

ing the coal waggon in the Wrights line 

10 days at 2/-  . . . .  1  0  0 

óTo 1 Pair of Mettle Wheels in Diameter 

41 Inch with Ten Spokes weighing 5 cwt. 

1 qr. O lbs. . . . . .   3  3  0 

óTo 1 pair of wood wheels in Diamr 42 

 Inch Rough from the wood  . .     18  0 

 

 

_____________ 
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  The document is signed by John Allison of Grange near Boness, and dated 

1784. 

   The lime industry still continues at Charles-town, and this gives the place 

and air of activity, though one tht has nothing to do with the sea.  

  The port itself is dead, unless we count the operations 

of the Alloa shipbreaking Company, whose victims do  

indeed lend it a spurious air of maritime life for some 

little while after they have steamed in and tied up  

for the last time.  When, however, funnels, masts, and 

bridge have disappeared, the harbour looks moribund  

again, until the next condemned vessel arrives.  But  

the visitor to Charlestown has no need to concern  

himself with these gloomy reflections.  Back from 

the cliff where the village hollyhocks bloom and 

the Elgin Hotel with is tennis-court nestles among  

trees, he may pass his days in blissful ignorance  

of the harbour, and of the limeworks too for that 

matter, although the limestone skirts the hotel  

garden on is way to the kilns, which themselves  

are situated almost under his very feet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                               *******  
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CHAPTER IV ; LANDOWNERS AT LIMEKILNS:  

THE MONKS, SIR WILLIAM MURR AY;  

ROBERT PITCAIRN AND OTHERS .     
 

   The Monks are the first people alluded to in historical documents as 

owners of land at Limekilns; they evidently had territorial rights there in very 

early time.  King Edgar, were told bequeathed it to the monks of 

Dunfermline.* Very few authentic records have come down to us concerning 

their connection with the place, though there have been a good many 

conjectures about their association with the doings at óThe Kingôs Cellar.ô  

We read of monks being in possession of the lands of Gallald or Gellet as 

early as 1089, and Gellet was the ancient name for the westernmost part of 

Limekilns; we also know that óthis place was in 1362 constituted by David II, 

a port for the use of the abbots and monks of Dunfermline, and also for the 

burgesses and merchants, for the export and import of all sort of goods, such 

as wool, hides, skins, etc.ô and we know that for about 450 years it remained 

in the hands of the Church.  The monks trade with foreign countries, more 

with France, and they would in early times have a harbour of a sort in all 

probability at Limekilns. 
    

   The following is a translation by the Rev. John Allan Gray, the Roman 

Catholic priest of Dunfermline, of the carta of David II, dated 24th October 

1326, one of a very large collection of cartæ entitled Registrum de 

Dunfermelyn which were compiled by the Benedictine monks for that abbey: 

- 

   óCharter of King David II, of the Port of Gellald.  David, by the Grace of 

God, King of Scots, to all good men of his whole land, clerics and laymen, 

greetings.  Be it known that we for the salvation of our soul and for the bones 

of all our ancestors successors, Kings of Scotland, have given granted to God 

and the blessed Queen Margaret and to the Abbot and monks of Dunfermline 

serving God there and who shall serve for ever for themselves, their men 

burgesses and merchants, that they may have a port at the GRANGE OF 

GELLALD or at Wester Rossith, with consent of the Lords thereof for all 

goods and merchandise of wool, hides and skins and for carrying and 

importing and delivering the same to the said port by the merchants thereof 

as freely and lawfully as to them shall seem most expedient:  To have and to 

hold, to exercise and use the said port to the said Religious men and their  

 
                    * See Appendix, Note IV. 
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successors, their men burgesses and merchants for ever, with all the sundry 

 liberties, commodities and easements and just pertinents belonging to the 

said port or that in future may belong by this our present grant in an manner 

of way, as freely, quietly, fully and honourably as any other port in our 

Kingdom is held, had, 

exercised or used by any one whom soever freely, quietly, fully or 

honourably, without impediment of our ministers, burgesses or merchants, 

and without any extraction gainsaying claim or demand:  In witness whereof I 

have commanded our seal to the affixed to this our present charter:  

Witnesses, the venerable fathers in Christ, William Bishop of St. Andrews, 

Patrick Bishop of Brechin, our Chancellor; Robert Steward of Scotland; Earl 

of Stratherne, our nephew; William, Earl of Douglas; Robert de Erskyn, our 

Chamberlain; Archibald de Douglas and John de Heryce, Knights, at 

Edinburgh, the twenty-fourth day of October in the thirty-fourth year of our 

Reign.ô 

~~~~~~~~ 
      

    The Grange of Gallald referred to in this document is probably the original 

name of the óThe Kingôs Cellar.ô  Here the monks of the monastery and abbey 

of Dunfermline use to store the wines and other choice goods which came to 

them as the fruit of their sea-borne trade.  

      We have seen that Gellald remained in the hands of the Church for about 

450 years.  Somewhere between the years 1555 and 1581 SIR WILLIAM 

MURRAY the Master of Tullibardine (ancestor of the present Duke of 

Atholl), acquired the lands of óLymekillis,ô  He was the brother of Euphemie 

Murray, second wife of Robert Pitcairn, of whom hereafter.  Sir William 

Murray was one of the governors of Stirling Castle in 1572, and may have 

resided now and again at Limekilns.  It is thought that he was the first to build 

a manor-house there, and if so, it was probably near óThe Kingôs Cellarô; 

there are distinct evidences of a building of considerable proportions having 

once been in that locality.  We hear, too, of Robert Pitcairn occupying Sir 

William Murrayôs residence, and this was just previous to the formerôs death 

(1584).  Sir William married in 1547 Lady Agnes Graham, third daughter of 

William, 2nd Earl of Montrose.  His son Sir John Murray, 12th feudal baron 

of Tullibardine, was master of the household and one of the privy council of 

James VI, and was created Earl of Tullibardine in 1606.  Sir William Murray 

was one of the ójoint governorsô of King James VI.   He died at Gask, 16th 

March 1582/83. 

    About this period the subject of land-ownership at Limekilns is very 

puzzling.  In spite of recent research, we are still left in the dark over certain 

points.  Mr. Alan Reid in his guide-book, Limekilns and Charlestown (1903), 

quotes the following passage from a charter dated 1536 which is preserved at 

Pitfirrane: - 
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   óAne Procuratarie granted to James Richardson with consent to Mr. Robert 

Richardson prior of St. Marie Isle his fayt. For resigning of the lands of 

Lymekills with the pertinents in hands of ye Commendator of Dunfermling as 

superior to remaine with him and his successors as ane pairt of the Patramonie 

of ye Abbacie in all tyme yr efter daitted ye 1st March 1536.ô 

 

   In 1575 the estate of Limekilns appears to have been conveyed to Robert, 

Commendator of Dunfermline, and the charter is signed by Robert 

Richardson, Commendator of St. Maryôs Isle.  We gather this from an entry 

in the Calendar of the Laing Charters.  There is another interesting entry in 

the same ï also quoted by Mr. Reid, and which he calls ómore specific,ô as it 

speaks of a definite residence ï ómanor place.ô 

 ROBERT PITCAIRN, 

Commendator of 

Dunfermline Abbey, was in 

possession of the manor 

and harbour of Limekilns, 

or Lymekillis as it 

appeared in contemporary 

documents ï and looked 

after óThe Kingôs Cellarô 

there, where doubtless he 

laid down a considerable 

quantity of choice wine and 

liquor, besides receiving 

and storing there a good 

many other things which 

were destined for the 

palaces regal and religious 

of Dunfermline.  óHe was,ô 

so one writer says, óon 19 

October 1565 appointed 

Keeper of the havens of 

Limekiln and North 

Queensferry with the 

bounds adjacent thereto.ô 

If this information be 

derived from a 

contemporary document, 

then we know there was a 

harbour at Limekilns in  

1565, unless it merely refers to the bay, or natural harbour, of each place.  
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    The dates 1565 and 1575 above, each purporting to be that of the signing 

of the Charter, are only one example of the many discrepancies which make 

the object of land-tenure at Limekilns at this period is such a puzzling one.  

   This Robert Pitcairn was a Fife man out of the barony of Airdrie.  He was 

born 1520(?) and educated for the church.  He married for his first wife, 

Elizabeth Durie.* With the abolition of the religious houses the office of 

abbot ceased, but Pitcairn was generally known by courtesy title of Abbot.  

At one time he lived in the Maygate at Dunfermline, outside the Abbots 

Palace, and later, when he became virtually a prisoner and not permitted to 

move beyond six miles of his former charge, resided so it is presumed, at 

Limekilns, while another reigned in his stead at Dunfermline.  His first wife 

died, and he married again this time a widow, Euphemie Murray, the relict of 

Sir Robert Stewart, of Rosyth Castle.  After  Robertôs death she married 

Patrick Gray, another Commendator of Dunfermline. 

  Pitcairn was the Kingôs private secretary and was at the zenith of his fame 

about the year 1581, the date cared on the pediment (originally belonging to 

his own house) which is now seen over the south door ï a comparatively new 

doorway ï of óThe Kingôs Cellar.ô   He died aged 64 in 1584, and was buried 

beneath the nave of the Abbey Church, Dunfermline, where a monument was 

erected at the head of the grave.  His arms are carved upon it. 

   1584 ï John Pitcairn and his sister Agnes, brother and sister of the above, 

were next owners of the manor, etc., of Limekilns.  This appears from one of 

the Pitfirrane charters, and from casual contemporary entries in the Register 

of Dunfermline Abbey.  Agnes Pitcairn had married John Fin (also spelt 

Fyne or Phin), and her son PATRICK FYNE became the owner of the 

manor and estate.  In the year 1597 he made a conveyance of part of his 

hereditary interest to one DAVID SEATON OF PARBROATH, as the 

following contract indicates: -  
 

    ó1597 ï Ane contract passed betwixt David Seaton of Parbroith and Patrick 

Fyne son to John Fyne in Burnhland, and eldest sone and appear and aire to 

Umqu, Agnes Pitcairn who was one of the two aires of conquest served and 

retoured to Umqu,  Mr. Robert Pitcairn, Commendator of Dunfermline, 

whereby the said Patrick Fyne as aire fords. Assigns in favour of ye said 

David Seaton the reversion of the lands of Lymekills and sech uyr Lands Ilks 

were disposed by the said Commendator to Mr. John Pitcairn his Broyr, the 

one half of the lands of Lymekills with the trend Sheaves therof reserving the 

Manor Place Orchards, salt pans and Harbors thereof to the said David 

Seaton. Dated 10th and 11th days of April 1597.ô 
 

   
   *Note: - David Pitcairne, 12th Laird of that Ilk and Forthar was married to Elizabeth Dury, 

relative of George Dury, Abbot of Dunfermline, their son Henry, who died before his father 

married to Christian -Seton, second daughter of Andrew Seton of Parbroath.  Their second son  

Next page - 
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       PLATE IX  
  

   A LIMEKILNS SLOOP, THE óSIR WALTER SCOTTô 

 (CAPTAIN WILLIAM NESBITT, NEAR LEITH HARBOUR.  
 

    She carried passengers and goods previous to steamers 

 being put on the passage.  She continued to sail after 

 the introduction of the paddle-steamer, and often com- 

               pleted her voyage when the steamer was compelled to 

              take shelter from the gale, and in a good lasting breeze 

             was faster than the steamer.  [After a water-colour by James Bell.] 
 

 

 
-Lord Robert Pitcairn 13th Laird of that Ilk and Forthar, Archdean of St. Andrews Commendator 

of Dunfermline, Royal Legate, Secretary  
of State to King James VI and Ambassador to Queen Elizabeth of England.  Married only once 

after the Reformation in 1577 to Euphemia Murray sister of Sir William Murray of Tullibardine.    

His brother John Pitcairn became 14th Laird of that Ilk and Forthar and Limkilns in 1584, he 

married Agnes Ayton and their son was Henry 15th Laird, and had life rent of Easter Gellet.    
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David Fin, presumably a brother of Patrick Fin, also appears in connection 

with the transference just noted.  In 1598 he resigned whatever claim he had, 

and we can trace no further reference to Limekilns between that date and 

1606.  In that year Allan Coutts , Chamberlain of Dunfermline Abbey, had a 

charter of the lands; and prior to 1629 the lands of óWester Gelletô (the 

western proton of Limekilns) were acquired by SIR GEORGE BRUCE OF 

CARNOCK and BARON BRUCE OF KINLOSS.  óA Decree of Valuation of 

the Teinds of the Presbytery of 

 

Dunfermline made in 1629ô is of special interest as being apparently the first 

indication we have of local territorial rights being in the possessons of the 

Bruce family.  Whatever these rights were they must have reverted, as Mr. 

Alan Reid says, to the Abbey, and as we shall see in a later chapter, it was not 

until more than two centuries afterwards that a Bruce re-acquired for the 

family the territorial rights of óWester Gellet.ô   
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 CHAPTER V:  LANDOWNERS AT LIME KILNS 

(Continued):  THE HALKETTS OF PITFIRRANE.
   

 

To-day the Halketts of Pitfirrane, an ancient and well-known Fifeshire 

family have no territorial connection with Limekilns, but at one time 

considerable part of it belonged to them.  They are the most ancient family 

residing in the parish, and their history goes back many centuries.   Pitfirrane, 

which has always been their seat, lies about three miles north of Limekilns, 

two miles west of Dunfermline, hard by the small village of Crossford.  

The surname 

Halkett, which 

appears I some old 

charters as óhacet,ô 

was anciently written 

Halkede or Halkeide, 

and is derived from 

the óhawks headô 

which forms he 

family crest. 

The exact period 

of the Halketts in 

Fife cannot now be 

accurately 

ascertained; but here 

is undoubted proof 

that they were free 

barons at a very 

remote period.  

David de Halkett, 

who lived in the time 

of King David 

Bruce, is the first of 

the family we find 

designated by the 

title of Pitfirrane, 

and that was in 1404.  

His son Philip  
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flourished in the reigns of Robert II, and III, and acquired the third part of the 

lands of Pitfirrane from his cousin, William de Scot of Baliveary in 1399. 

Concerning the origins of the Halkett family, Dr Chalmers in his History of 

Dunfermline, published 1844, says: - 

  It is interesting to note that one Sir James Halkett, who received his 

Knighthood from Charles I, in 1633, married a daughter of Sir Robert 

Montgomery of Skelmorley, niece to the seventh Earl of Argyll, and thus the 

family can trace a connection upwards to King Robert the Bruce. 

   óThis Sir James Halkett was succeeded by his son Sir Charles, who was 

born in 1639.  He was the first of the family created a baronet.  The second of 

his seven daughters was a lady of great accomplishments who married Sir 

Henry Wardlaw of Pitreavie, and who has acquire celebrity as being 

considered by many as authoress of an admirable ballad entitled Hardy 

Knute.  Concerning this there is a MS. note of Sir Walter Scott on a leaf of 

Allan Ramsayôs Tea-table Miscellany which runs ñHardy Knute as the first 

poem that I ever learnt ï the last that I shall forget.:ô 

   It was in 1637 tht SIR JAMES HALKETT OF PITFIRRANE KNT., 

purchased the óLans oô Lymkillsô from James Phin.  We read his son, Sir 

Charles Halkett,* renting in 1677 from John 2nd Earl (afterwards Marquis) of 

Tweeddaleô ye customs of Lymkills for ye space of sevin years for payment 

of 100 merks yearlie.ô  This was the introduction locally of the family whose 

name is perpetuated in that portion of the village lying west of the harbour, 

and known by the curious name of Hackettôs Haô.  How the 2nd Earl of 

Tweeddale came to be the proprietor of these rights, and thus connected with 

Limekilns, had not been ascertained;  but since his father, John 1st Earl, 

married for his first wife Jane, daughter of Alexander, Earl of Dunfermline, 

this lady may have brought with her certain rights of the foreshore of 

Limekilns, which would descend to her son. 

   George Barclay in 1723 described Limekilns asô a little thriving village 

belonging to Sir Peter Halkett of Pitfirrane with a commodious harbour for 

shipping his coal, which has long been esteemed the best for Forges in 

foreign countries.ô  If this attribution be correct, then we have just reason to 

think that the óauld doo-cotô and garden (now Broomhall green) were also 

once the property of the Halkett family. We know they owned the land west 

of Academy Square as well as the land a bit east of the óKingôs Cellarô ï the 

land which in 1782, Sir John Halket granted to the people of Limekilns for a 

church, and whereon stands the present kirk.  It is therefore more than likely 

that most, if not all, of those parts of the village which now belong to Lord 

Elgin were the property of the Halketts previous to 1815. 

   

   * Created a Baronet of Nova Scotia, 25th January 1662.  This gentleman was a member of the 

convention formed by the Scottish Parliament at the Revolution, and afterwards one of the 

Commoners appointed to treat regarding the union with England. 
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 The name Pitfirrane is derived from the Gaelic pit a hollow and fearan, land 

the hollow of the land.  The house stands in a spacious park full of very fine 

trees, including sycamores, elms, beeches, horse-chestnuts, and limes, some of 

them of considerable age.  There is one tree in particular, standing on the west 

side of the house, a gigantic lime, remarkable for its spread, which is formed 

by seven lower boughs that sweep downwards and fan out into smaller 

branches until they make almost an unbroken circle.  Having touched the 

ground they curl up again in manner of horse-chestnuts, and at the points of 

contact some of the branches throw up vertical shoots ten and twelve feet high.  

Eight feet from the ground the bole of the tree is enormous.   A portrait of this 

giant and its measurements, have been published in The Scottish Field.  As 

recorded on the tree itself, they are; height, 78 ft.; girth 18 ft.; spread 298 ft.   

   The house dates back to a very remote antiquity, the earliest portion having 

been built in the eleventh century.  Considerable additions were made in the 

fifteenth century.  The walls ae in many places eight to ten feet thick contain 

several secret passages.  One of these is reached by a ósecretô door at the foot 

of the fine stone spiral staircase which leads to the drawing-room.  It too has a 

staircase, very narrow, and long since closed up, with a secret exit that is now, 

and probably always was, high up on the south wall of the room which the late 

Sir Arthur Halkett used as his study.   This comparatively large stone-vaulted 

chamber, all plastered over, was probably once a pen into which cattle were 

driven during a Highland raid; for many country houses of this size 500 years 

ago had such places for the shelter and protection of cattle at night.  An 

enormous malleable-iron gate of the ancient prison type, hanging now between 

two stone pillars near the garden, and which was found some years ago lying 

derelict, is supposed to have been the gate of the pen, and the ósecretô door 

high up in the wall would be the one through which the family could enter the 

house by means of a ladder. 

 

 There are many works of art at Pitfirrane, and the history of the Halketts may 

be traced far back on its walls.  An early link in its lengthy chain of notable 

events, and one of the most interesting, is, however, not a picture, but a stirrup-

cup, which stands in the corridor close to the front door ï a tall dusky claret-

coloured wine-glass with a colourless glass stem of elaborate and fanciful 

design.  It is of the type known as FlÛgel-glŁss (winged glass), made in Italy in 

the sixteenth, century and later in Germany and Holland.  Inside the stem runs 

a scarlet thread which saith tradition quivered if there was poison in the wine.  

From this cup James VI, quaffed a few mouthfuls of sack just before he left 

Dunfermline Palace for England.  It was taken back that very night by Sir 

Robert Halkett to Pitfirrane, and there it has remained ever since.  The 

attractive bit of glass-work now stands in a large canopied case, designed and 

built by the late Sir Noel Paton, R.S.A., out of oak from the old Abbey Church 

at Dunfermline.  On the floor of the case beside the cup is a gold ring, which 
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as presented to Sir Robert Halkett by James VI, the King who knighted him.  

The card beside it says:  óRing containing the hair of King James VI, with his 

initials was presented to Sir Robert Halkett, Knight, by His Majestyôs own 

hand the night he left Dunfermline for London, 1603.ô 

  In the same county, in the possession of Lieut.-Colonel Scrymgeour-

Wedderburn of Wedderburn and Kingennie, Birkhill, Cupar, is preserved 

another óring of his own finger,ô which King James VI, gave to Alexander 

Wedderburne of Kingennie, whose great-grandson, Sir Peter Wedderburne 

(created a baronet of Nova Scotia in 1697) married Janet Halkett, the heir to 

Pitfirrane, and changed his name to Halkett, though óonly for himself and his 

eldest son.ô  These two appear to be the Sir Peter Halkett of Pitfirrane and 

Captain Halkett his son who figure in the title-deed referred to on p.16; And 

Captain Halkett would be the future Lieut.ï Colonel Sir Peter Halkett, Bart., 

M.P. for Dunfermline, of whom we shall hear more later.  

   To return to the pictures from which so much of the history of the Halkett 

family may be gleaned. 

   The first person of note represented on the walls is Sir James Halkett, 2nd 

baronet, who was killed while riding in the park in 1705.  We see an 

uninspired portrait of him in the scarlet coat of the period.  His horse ran away 

with him and he was caught Absalom-like by an elm.  It is said he was caught 

by his wig, but it is not easy to see how this could have happened without its 

coming off.  He died without issue and the estates passed to his sister Janet, 

whose picture hangs close to his.  It is by Medina, a rather stiff and formal 

piece of work, yet not unpleasing.  Janet Halkett, as we have seen, married Sir 

Peter Wedderburne of Gosford, the Baronet of Nova Scotia, a dour-faced Scot, 

whose portrait is also here.  The story runs, that on the marriage he asked his 

bride where she would rather live, at Gosford or Pitfirrane, and she replied; óI 

prefer my ane hame.ô  Accordingly he changed his name too and became Sir 

Peter Wedderburne-Halkett, the first of another line of Halkett baronets, of 

which the late Sir Arthur Halkett was the last. 

   The third baronet (of the second line), dying unmarried in 1779, was 

succeeded in the baronetcy by his first cousin, John Wedderburne of Gosford, 

who also assumed the surname of Halkett.  Gosford went to a brother, and was 

eventually sold in 1781, to an accountant, who in time disposed of it to the 

Earl Wemyss.   This Sir John Halkett married twice.  He died in 1793, having 

been the father of a family of fourteen, whose portraits together with those of 

himself and his second wife (Mary, daughter of the Hon. John Hamilton) have 

been preserved in one of the most remarkable family groups ever painted.   

   

 
 

 

 

 

 



 48 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

     PLATE X 
 

    A TOP CORNER OF PITFIRRANE  

 



 49 

This picture hangs in the dining-room of Pitfirrane.  The eldest son, Peter, 

who eventually became an Admiral, is seen on the right of the large canvas, 

dressed in that delightfully picturesque uniform of the ómiddyô of Nelsonôs 

day, such as one sees some of the óWet Bobsô at Eton garbed in on the 4th of 

June.  The three or four óbabiesô of the family are in the white frock and sash 

of the period and seated on the grass on one side of the picture; the rest of the 

children are extended in a gamboling line right across the canvas.  The father 

and mother (she alone seated) survey the juvenile host with looks of 

satisfaction.  David Allan painted this unique group roundabout 1784.  He was 

born in 1744 at Alloa, not far off Pitfirrane and Limekilns.  

There are also separate portraits of Sir John Halkett, 4th baronet, and Mary, 

his wife, done by Sir Joshua Reynolds.  The artist probably painted them about 

eighteen years before his death, which occurred in 1792.  The portrait of Sir 

John shows a fine, manly squire, fit sire of fourteen, who looks as if he did 

himself well, yet not too well.  Both pictures, while falling short of what Sir 

Joshua has achieved in other canvases, still stand out like thoroughbreds from 

the lesser here around them. 

   On the wall opposite is a full-length life-sized portrait of Peter, the 6th 

baronet, now become Admiral of the Blue, by Sir John Watson Gordon, 

P.R.S.A., R.A., whose practice as a portrait-painter in Scotland was only 

inferior to Raeburnôs; during his day most of the leading Scotsmen sat to them.  

Near this very good-looking sailor are several of earlier Halketts, including an 

excellent painting by Allan Ramsay of the Sir Peter who represented 

Dunfermline in Parliament in 1734, and was Lieut.-Colonel of Leeôs Regiment 

at the battle of Gladsmuir, where Sir John Cope was defeated in ô45.  Sir Peter 

was taken prisoner by the Chevalierôs troops and released on parole.  Later he 

was one of the five officers who, in February 1746, refused to break it and 

rejoin their respective regiments on the Duke of Cumberlandôs command, and 

threat of forfeiting their commissions.  Their reply óthat his Royal Highness 

was master of their commissions but not of their honourô was approved by the 

Government.  Nine years afterwards, while in comand of the 44th Regiment, 

he fell, with his youngest son James (also on the wall, by his side) in General 

Braddockôs defeat by the Indians in America in 1755.  At one end of the same 

room is a full-length portrait by Sir Thomas Lawrence of Elizabeth Todd, who 

married John Halkett, one of the family of fourteen.  This boy lived to be 

Governor of the Bahama Islands and died about 1840.  The portrait, a beautiful 

example of Lawrenceôs art, shows a full-blooded dark-eyed young English 

woman, in a high-waisted white dress against a distant landscape. 

   Finally, in the dining-room hangs a fine and dignified portrait by Sir Robert 

Gibb of Sir Arthur Halkett, 8th and last baronet.  He is show on in the uniform 

of the Fife Artillery Militia , of which he was Colonel, wearing his Crimean 

medals and the badge of the baronets of Nova Scotia.  It as Sir Robert Gibb 

who painted the battle pictures, óForward the 42ndô and the óThin Red Line.ô  
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The latter picture, which shows the 42nd Highlanders advancing across the 

Alma to attack of the Great Redoubt, was constructed with Sir Arthurôs aid, 

and he appears in it as an ensign, carrying the Queenôs Colour. 

   It is sad to think that there is now no heir to the baronetcy, and that this 

illustrious family is doomed to extinction.  Sir Arthur died in 1904, having 

been predeceased by his only son in 1885, and by the latterôs only child, an 

infant of four, a year later.  Lady Halkett, who married Sir Arthur in 1856, 

celebrated her ninety-first birthday in December 1928 still survives, and with 

her two daughters resides at ancient Pitfirrane. 

 

   ~~~~~~~~ 
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CHAPTER VI:  LANDOWNERS AT LIMEKILNS  

(Continued): THE BRUCES OF BROOMHALL   

The Bruces of Broomhall ae the representative family in Scotland of 

King Robert the Bruce.  The extract descent of the present Bruce family is a 

matter on which there had been considerable discussion.  The view at present 

held, and which is supported by evidence given in The Scots Peerage, vol. III. 

is that the family descent from an uncle of Robert the Bruce.  Burkôs Peerage 

of 1926 gives the following information: - 
 

   óThomas Bruce a near relative of the Bruce Kings, organised along with 

Robert, the 7th high steward (afterwards King Robert II.) an important rising 

in Kyle against the English rule in 1334, in reward for which he was put in 

possession of part of the crown desmesnes of Clackmannan.  By Marjory 

Charteris, his wife, he was father of Robert Bruce, of Clackmannan, who in 

1359, 1364, and 1367-8 had charters of Clackmannan, Gartlett, and Rate, in 

which he is designed by the King his beloved cousin.ô 

 

   Henry Bruce, the last male of the Clackmannan family of Bruce, died sine 

prole in 1772, and his widow died in 1791, leaving the traditional helmet and 

sword of Robert the Bruce to Thomas, 7th Earl of Elgin, as head of the 

family. 

   The genealogy of the Bruce family taks us back a long way.  The author of 

long Bruce pedigree (compiled about 1845) starts with the Norwegian, 

Thebotaw, Duke of Eleswick and Stermarce, A.D. 721, and Gundella, 

daughter of Vitellan, Lord of Bollansted and Barnborough in Germany.  The 

Bruces settled in Normandy; Brusee or Robert de Brusse built the castle there 

known as óla Brusee.ô  Several Bruces apparently came over with William I, 

and once had lordships granted him in Sussex, Berkshire, and other counties. 

   The name Bruce has been spelt in many different ways in old charters, and 

on gravestones and brasses ï even Bradusa, Brehores, Brewosa, stood for 

Bruce, at least so genealogists of old have told us.  There are many 

tombstones, brasses, seals, etc., commemorating the Bruces that settled in 

England. 

   It was from Robert Bruce, 1st baron of Skelton in Yorkshire and 

Annandale, who died in 1141, that King Robert I, descended.  The house of 

Clackmannan, the original line from which the present Bruce family springs 

was, it is supposed, descended from John, younger son of Robert de Brus, 5th 

lord of Annandale.  Robert the Bruce was this lordôs grandson.  He was born 
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in 1274, succeeded his father as 2nd Earl of Carrick, and in 1306 gained the 

crown of Scotland.  After a long series of adventures such as no other King 

before or since has experienced, he died of leprosy in 1329 and as buried at 

Dunfemline, in the chancel of the old Abbey Church.  In 1818, when it was 

about to be repaired, the Barons of the Exchequer determined that the tombs 

of the ancient kings should be respected as far as possible.  Accordingly the 

architect took special pains to discover where they lay, and succeeded in 

finding that of Robert Bruce.  A full account of this is given in Archæologica 

Scotica, vol. II. p.435.  The Kingôs body was found covered all over with a 

leather shroud encased in lead like a shell, fitted it close all round, and this 

shell was furnished by the ribs having been cut, to allow of the extraction of 

the heart.  Robert the Bruceôs heart, it is said, is buried in Melrose Abbey. 
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 The direct ancestor of the Bruce of Broomhall was SIR GEORGE BRUCE 

OF CARNOCK, third son of Edward Bruce of Blairhall.  He was and 

energetic and far-seeing man, and made extensive purchases of coal-fields in 

the vicinity of Culross.  He also carried on the manufacture of salt to a large 

extent.  He was knighted by James VI, between 1604 and 1606, and as one of 

the Commissioners appointed in 1604 to treat of a union with England.  He 

built two houses in the town of Culross, one of which ï called óThe Palaceô ï 

still remains, and is now the property of Lord Dundonald.  The Abbey of 

Culross was built by Edward Bruce, brother of Sir George, in 1608.  Edward 

Bruce, was Master of the Rolls and became Lord Edward Bruce.  His initials, 

L.E.B. (Lord Bruce of Kinloss), and those of his wife, D.M.B. (Dame 

Magdalen Bruce), appear over alternate windows of the house.  The addition, 

at various times, of a storey and towers to the original two-storeyed building 

has spoilt the architectural design.  The house has been uninhabited since 

1896 as the result of ravages of dry rot. 

   In 1617 James VI, paid a visit to Culross and descended one of the shafts of 

coal-mines, of which the working face was situated under the sea.  His 

Majesty was much alarmed on being drawn up to find himself on an island; 

but was soon reassured when his host conducted him to a handsome pinnace 

moored in readiness to carry him back to the mainland.  The King afterwards 

dined with Sir George, and some glasses used on that occasion are still 

preserved.  

   Sir George Bruce died at Culross in 1625, and was buried in the Bruce 

chapel adjoining the Abbey Church there where there still exists a 

magnificent monument in the Jacobean style, erected to his memory by his 

successor.  On this monument are depicted the recumbent figures of Sir 

George and his lady, and the kneeling effigies of his three sons and five 

daughters.  The eldest son, George, succeeded his father in his estate and 

became in turn the father of Edward, a man of considerable ability, who was 

raised to the peerage by Charles I, in 1647 with the titles of Earl of 

Kincardine and Baron Bruce of Torry. 

   ROBERT BRUCE, second son of Sir George Bruce, was the first of the 

family of Broomhall, Fife.  He was a distinguished member of the Scottish 

Bar, to which he was admitted in 1631, and in 1649 was appointed one of the 

Senators of the College of Justice, with the title of Lord Broomhall.  He died 

on 25th June 1652, and was buried at Culross, having married Helen, 

daughter of Sir James Skene of Curriehill, Lord President of the College of 

Justice in the reign of Charles I. 

   He was succeeded in the estate by his son, Sir Alexander Bruce of 

Broomhall, who in 1704 succeeded his first-cousin-once-removed as 4th Earl 

of Kincardine and Barron Bruce of Torry.  Thus was the earldom of 

Kincardine first associated with Broomhall. 
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   Thereafter the title was held in succession by Alexanderôs three sons, 

Robert, Alexander, and Thomas, then by William, elder son of Thomas (who 

held it only six months ï March to September 1740), and then by Charles, son 

of William, who at the age of eight became 9th Earl.  He was the first of a 

succession of notable men whose fame spread far beyond the narrow confines 

of the county of Fife. 

   According to The Scots Peerage, vol. III. P.491. 

 
   óThe guardians appointed by his father for the young Earl [i.e. Charles] 

were anxious to send him to England to be educated in accordance with the 

views of his kinsman the Earl of Elgin and Ailesbury, but unfortunatly his 

mother would not agree to this.  Had it been so arranged it is not improbable 

that Lord Ailesbury might have considerable benefited him, as he was his 

heir-male.  Some correspondence on this subject took place between the 

guardians and the Earl of Ailesbury.  On the death of the latter, without male 

issue, 10 Feb. 1747, the Earl of Kincardine succeeded him as 5th Earl of Elgin 

and 7th Lord of Kinloss . . . .  This Earl did not enter much into public life, 

but employed his talents in improving his estate.ô 

     

    His ability was of a quite exceptional order.  He developed the Elgin and 

Wellwood coal-pits, and, as we have already seen, built the limeworks and 

harbour of Charlestown ï itself a considerable undertaking.  He was Grand 

Master Mason of Scotland in 1761.  In 1759 he married Martha, only child of 

Thomas Whyte, a wealthy banker of London, and they had a family of seven 

children, four sons, and three daughters.  His life was a short and active one, 

for he died in 1771 at the age of thirty-nine.  His widow, a woman of strong 

character, subsequently became governess to Princess Charlotte of Wales, 

filling this office with great credit. 

   The next notable holder of the family titles was Thomas, 7th Earl of Elgin 

and 11th of Kincardine, born on 20th July 1766, the second son of Charles, 

5th Earl, the eldest son, William Robert, 6th Earl, having died as a child a few 

months after his fatherôs death in  1771. 

   The 7th Earl was educated at Harrow (where he was for a short time only) 

and at Westminster.  He also studied at St Andrews and at Paris, and at the 

mater place he learned the French language, which was to be of much use, to 

him in after life.  He was married twice, first to Mary, only child of William 

Hamilton Nisbet of Dirleton and Belhaven, in Haddingtonshire, whom he 

divorced in 1808; and secondly, in 1810, to Elizabeth, youngest daughter of J. 

T. Oswald of Dunnikier, Fife, a member of Parliament.  By his two wives he 

had in all eleven children, most of whom attained to distention.  His third son, 

Robert, for instance, was a major-general, and governor of the Prince of 

Wales; another son, Sir Frederick William Adolphus Bruce, G.C.B., was 

H.M.ôs agent and consul-general in Egypt, and afterwards British envoy to 

the Emperor of China, and British envoy to the United Sates of America; 
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while one of his daughters by his second marriage, the Lady Augusta Bruce, 

to whom there is a beautiful memorial tablet in Dunfemline Abbey, was 

resident Woman of the Bedchamber to Queen Victoria, and was married in 

1863 to the Very Reverend Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, D.D. Dean of 

Westminster. 

   Lord Elgin was Ambassador at Berlin when he was only twenty-one.   In 

1799 he was nominated to the Embassy at Constantinople, and it was during 

this residence in Turkey that he set about colleting Grecian antiquities.  It was 

his wish óto connect his term of office with the study of antiquityô and let it be 

óof service to the arts.ô   Many years previous to this there had been a little 

rage for robbing Greece and Italy of their ancient treasures, and wealthy 

noblemen and gentry had left their country for a tour abroad with that object 

in view.  It was not robbery in the bad sense, for the countries concerned 

raised no objections; and in óGreece, at least, it even brought salvation to 

many works of art which would otherwise have been destroyed by the Turks. 

   Eventually Lord Elgin made quite a business of it, laying out a large fortune 

over his undertakings, hiring artists and architects to make hundreds of 

drawings and plans for him.  He just missed securing the services of J. M. W. 

Turner, then a very young man.  Turner desired to retain a certain portion of 

his labour for his own use and wanted £800 per annum salary, independently 

of all expenses ïnot a small sum to be asked by a youth of twenty-four so far 

back as 1799. 

   Jean Baptiste Lusieri, óthe first painter in Italy,ô was ultimately engaged as 

artist-in-chief and sole agent, at £200 per annum with expenses, and he had 

under him a man to make casts and one to paint and draw figures and 

sculpture, the name of the later being Theodor or Feodor Ivanovitch (Lord 

Elginôs Calmuck,ô as he was generally called), whose chief works are 

preserved in the Elgin portfolios in the British Museum. 

   After a start had been made, circa 1800, it occurred to Lord Elgin that it 

might be desirable to rescue as well as record in drawings, some of the 

Grecian remains ï the Turks were commencing to mutilate old temples, and 

even to destroy some of them altogether.  A firman granting permission was 

forthcoming from the Porte ï óthe fateful firman ó as it was called ï an his 

Excellency to ótake away any pieces of stone with old inscriptions thereon, tht 

no opposition be made thereto.ô  All difficulties were removed when the local 

authorities at Athens also gave their consent to this and allowed excavations 

to be made as well.  This permission was given in the middle of 1801, some 

time after the artists had been at work there. 
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PLATE XI  
 

LIMEKILNS HARBOUR (Circa 1820)  

 

[From a painting by Mr (afterwards Sir) Francis 

Grant, P.R.A., in the possession of The Right Hon. The 

Earl of Elgin and Kincardine, C.M.G.] 

 

 

 

 

   About this time it was evidently Lord Elginôs notion that the antiquities he 

was colleting were to be placed in is Scottish residence, for he wrote to 

Lusieri: - 
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óBalestra has with him several drawings of my house in Scotland, and some 

plans of the site on which it is intended to build here.  As regards the latter, it 

would be necessary for me to have them by the first opportunity.  The plans 

for my house (Broomhall) in Scotland should be known to you.  This building 

is a subject that occupies me greatly, and offers me the means of placing, in a  

useful , distinguished, and agreeable way, the various things that you may 

perhaps be able to procure for me.  The hall is intended to be adorned with 

columns ï the cellars underneath are vaulted expressly for this.  Would it then 

be better to get some white columns worked in this country in order to send 

them by sea to my house?  Or to look out for some different kinds of marble 

that could be collected together in course of time, and decorate the hall (in the 

manner of the great Church at Palermo) with columns all different one from 

another, and all of fine marble ï supplementing them with agates, and other 

rare marbles which are found in Sicily, and which are worked in small pieces? 

. . .  One can easily multiply ornaments of beautiful marble without over-dong 

it; and nothing, truly, is so beautiful and also independent of changes of 

fashion.ô 

 

   This letter is interesting as it establishes and approximate date for the 

considerable alterations that were made to Broomhall by the addition of all 

the rooms that now face south, thereby doubling the size of the house.  Even 

so, Lord Elgin was not able to carry out all he planned to do!  The columns he 

wished to see in the hall never eventuated ï though the existing white marble 

floor of the hall, with its inlay of purple porphyry, was made from blocks of 

marble which he had sent over the sea to Broomhall ï and a gigantic marble 

orangery, which also he planned at that time, got no further forward than a 

design on paper.    

 The first treasures to be collected were some inscriptions on the Acropolis; 

and then the Parthenon itself was approached, and the ócombat between a 

youth and a Centaurô ï for long the admiration of the world ï was extracted 

and lowered down by the shipôs carpenter and five of the crew of a man-of-

war.  The work went on for upwards of nineteen years all over Greece and in 

Asia Minor; and if it had not been Lord Elgin, some one else would have 

stepped in ï the French were very keen about appropriating what he manage 

so successfully to carry off.  In January 1819 his engagement with Lusieri 

was brought to an end, but already in January 1812 the last antiquities 

eventually sold by him to the nation had been forwarded to London in sixty-

eight cases, one containing óThe Horses of Helios,ô shipped in the transport 

Navigator under convoy of H.M. ships Leyden and Halcyon.  What he 

received afterwards he kept for himself, for digging went on at Olympia 

under Lusieri from 1812 to 1817. In 1817 H.M.S. Tagus came from the 

Piræus with two fragments of sepulchral relief, doubtless part of the 

collection at Broomhall; and in 1818 H.M.S. Satellite brought over óa marble 

chair, on the two sides of which is represented the celebrated deed of 
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Harmodios and Aristogeiton.ô  This chair is now at Broomhall, having arrived 

at a date altogether posterior to the date of the public purchase. 

   In May 1803 Lord Elgin was arrested in France, a few months after his 

departure from Constantinople.  He remained for a month or two in Paris, and 

in the following month of December he found himself óimprisoned in the 

château-fort at Lourdes, by way of reprisal for severities said to have been 

exercised on General Boyer in England.  He was let out of prison and allowed 

to go to Pau, where he remained as a prisoner of war until 1806.  And then 

óMonsieur de Talleyrand in person forced him to sign a declaration engaging 

him to return to Paris whenever summoned by Napoleon.  This parole was 

never rescinded, and Lord Egin continued under the restraint of it until the 

Emperorôs abdication in 1814.ô  Sir Walter Scott penned a few remarks in his 

Diary about the imprisonment.  Under 11th March 1826, we find these words: 

- 

óLord Elgin sent me, some time since, a curious account of his 

imprisonment in France and the attempts which were made to draw him into 

some intrigue which might autorize treating him with rigour.  He called today 

and communicated some curious circumstances on the authority of Fouché, 

Denon and others, respecting Buonaparte and the Empress Marie-Louise, 

whom Lord Egin had conversed with on the subject in Italy.  His conduct 

towards her was something like that of Ethwald to Elburga, in Johanna 

Bailieôs fine tragedy, making her postpone her high rank by birth to the 

authority which he had acquired by his talents.ô 
 

   In 1810 Lord Byron visited he place where Lusieri was engaged on some 

minor excavations.  Fired with intense love for the past glories of Hellas, the 

poet attacked Lord Elgin as óthe Vandal destroyer of those monuments of art.ô  

The answer to this is the state of preservation of the sculptures saved by Lord 

Elgin, and now housed in the British Museum, as compared with those which 

were left in situ.  Nor must it be forgotten that then there was no Greece as we 

know it to-day (just a Turkish vilayet) or any reason to suppose that objects 

which for fifteen centuries had been completely disregarded would, before 

another century had passed, be accounted treasures beyond price. 

   At the time of Lord Elginôs arrest in France his mother, the Dowager Lady 

Elgin, receive with some little embarrassment a notification from her sonôs 

bankers: óHis Majestyôs ship the Prevoyante, lately arrived from Malta, has 

on board about 50 cases directed to Lord Elgin . . . the captain says he thinks 

the whole may weigh about a hundred and twenty tons, and as they must be 

taken out of the ship the beginning of next week, he wishes to have your 

ladyshipôs direction where to send them.ô  Lady Elgin would hardly have had 

room in her house for 120 tons weight of marble!  But another lady harboured 

the cargo for her ï the whole lot went to the Duchess of Portlandôs in Privy 

Gardens, Westminster, and then went on to the Duke of Richmondôs house.  

But that was only a very small part of the óElgin Marbles,ô for the further 
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history of which the reader is referred to the Journal of Hellenic Studies.  

There was much discussion as to the value of these marbles, and as to the 

desirability of their being purchased for the nation.  Lord Elginôs account 

showed an expenditure of some £74,000.   Ultimately ï in 1816 ï the 

Government decided to give £35,000, and, Lord Elgin accepting the offer, the 

British Museum at once took them over. 

   In the words of a contemporary, Thomas, Lord Elgin, may be summed up 

as follows: óa man of great mental activity, liberality and zeal, who realised, 

as none of his predecessors (in the Embassy at Constantinople) had done, his 

opportunities for a useful service in the cause of art and learning and who had 

at first endeavoured to interest his Government without the least success.ô  He 

died at Paris on 4th November 1841. 

   JAMES 8TH EARL OF ELGIN AND 12TH EARL OF KINCARDINE, 

K.T., G.C.B., the eldest son of the second marriage of Thomas 7th Earl, was 

born in 1811 and educated at Eton and Christ Church, Oxford.  He held 

successively high appointments, commencing with Governor of Jamaica.  

Later he was Governor-General of Canada.  In 1849 he was created a Peer of 

the United Kingdom with the title of Baron Elgin of Elgin, sworn of the Privy 

Council, and made a Knight of the Order of the Thistle.  In 1857 he was sent 

as High Commissioner and Plenipotentiary on a special mission to the Court 

of Pekin, ultimately concluding the treaty of Tientsin, and treaty with Japan in 

1858.  On his return to England he received the Grand Cross of the Bath, and 

was Postmaster-General from 1859 to 1860, when he was again sent on a 

special mission to China.  In 1862 he was appointed Viceroy of India, and 

died at Dhurmsala in the Punjab, 10th November 1863.  He was twice 

married; first, in 1841, to Elizabeth Mary, daughter and heiress of Major 

Charles Lennox Cumming Bruce of Roseisle and Dunphail, by whom he had 

two daughters; and secondly, in 1846, to Mary Louisa Lambton, eldest 

daughter of the first Earl of Durham. Of this marriage were born four sons 

and one daughter. 

   One of John Murrayôs most interesting publications is Theodore Walrondôs 

Letters and Journals of James, 8th Earl of Elgin, which contains a preface  by 

that famous Dean of Westminster and one of the most beautiful writers of his 

or any other day ï Arthur Penrhyn Stanley, brother-in-law of the Earl.  From 

that preface may be quoted a short passage: -  
 

óIt is one of the sad consequences of a statesmanôs life spent like his in 

constant service of his country on arduous foreign missions, that in his own 

land, in his own circle, almost in his own home, his place is occupied by 

others, his very face is forgotten. . . For twenty years a few intervals of Lord 

Elginôs residence in these islands were to be counted not by years, but by 

months; and the majority of those who might be reckoned amongst his friends 

and acquaintances, remembered him chiefly as the eager and accomplished 

Oxford student at Christ Church or at Merton.ô 
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   During the latter half of his sojourn in far-away places, he ókept up a 

constant correspondence, almost of the nature of a journal, with Lady Elgin, 

óhis second wife.  In those lettersô he revealed, not only his own genial and 

affectionate nature,ô wrote Stanley, óbut also indicated something of that 

singularly poetic and philosophical turn of mind, that union of grace and 

power, which had his course lain in thinkers and writers.  There was in him óa 

combination of speculation and practical ability,ô writes some one else who 

knew him well,ô which also peculiarly fitted him to solve the problem how 

the subject races of a civilized empire are to be governed.ô  His own courage, 

firmness, and far-sighted confidence enabled his country to triumph over 

many and varied difficulties.  Dean Stanley, alluding to his death in office, 

ends up his eulogium thus: - 

 
   óThese tragical incidents invest the high office to whih such precious lives 

have been sacrificed with a new and solemn interest.  There is something 

especially pathetic when the gallant vessel, as it were, goes down within very 

sight of the harbour, with all its accumulated treasures.  But no losses more 

appeal at the moment to the heart of the country, no careers deserve to be 

more carefully enshrined in its grateful remembrance.ô 

 

Lord Elginôs brother, Robert, who as a Major-General accompanied the 

Prince of Wales, afterwards King Edward VII, to the East, died in 1862, and 

was buried in the family vault at Dunfermline Abbey; but James, Earl of 

Elgin ósleeps far away from his native land, on the heights of Dhurmsala; a 

fitting grave, let us rejoice to think, for the Viceroy of India, overlooking 

from his lofty height the vast expanse of the hill and plain of these mighty 

provinces ï a fitting burial beneath the snow-clad Himalaya range, for one 

who dwelt with such serene satisfaction on all that was grand and beautiful in 

man and nature.ô 

   VICTOR ALEXANDER, 9TH EARL OF ELGIN AND 13TH EARL OF 

KINCARDINE, K.G., G.C.S.I., G.C.I.E., P.C., LL.D., D.C.L., was born on 

the 16th May 1849 during his fatherôs Governor-Generalship in Canada.  He 

went to Eton and from there to Balliol, Oxford, where he took his M.A. 

degree.  In 1876 he married Constance Mary, second daughter of James 9th 

Earl of Southesk, and by her had eleven children.  

   In 1894 he was sent to India as Viceroy.  During his reign of five years 

there, plague, famine, and war were things he had to contend with.  This was 

the time of the Chitral Expedition.  As a token of Queen Victoriaôs 

appreciation of his conduct of affairs, Her Majesty awarded him the Diamond 

Jubilee Medal in gold, a distinction which was all but reserved for crowned 

heads; and on his return from India after a remarkably successful 

administration under trying circumstance, he was created a Knight of the 

Garter. 
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  From 1899 to 1906 he again found himself very much engaged in local 

affairs, but he undertook as well the chairmanship of several important Royal 

Commissions, chief amongst these being óThe Inquiry into the South African 

War, and the adjustment of the dispute between the Free Church and the 

United Free Church of Scotland. 

 

    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
    

 

 

           PLATE XII  

    

 

    

   He was also a member of the Committee of Education for Scotland, and 

Chairman of the Carnegie Universities Trust.  In 1906 he was appointed 

Secretary of State for the Colonies in the administration of Sir Henry 

Campbell-Bannerman.  Lord Elgin was largely responsible for the policy and 

for the details of the Constitution of self-government granted to South Africa, 

and, on the grounds of its being considered premature by the opposite party, 

was much criticized; but time has amply justified his judgment, and the action 
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of the Government of that period.  Many Englishmen living in Africa who 

bitterly opposed the step at the time have since admitted that it alone was 

responsible for saving South Africa to the Empire in the crisis of the World 

War.  It has been pointed out that there is one similarity between this policy 

of Lord Elginôs of trusting those with whom we had lately been at variance 

with the action taken by his father in Canada in overcoming the jealousies of 

the English and French-speaking Canadians and welding them into one united 

and loyal community. 

   After the death of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman in 1908, Lord Elgin 

resigned his post in the Cabinet and withdrew from politics, devoting himself 

once gain with great zeal and energy to county affairs.  He died in January 

1917, and was laid to rest in the old churchyard of Rosyth, close to 

Limekilns. 

   EDWARD JAMES 10TH EARL OF ELGIN AND 14TH EARL OF 

KINCARDINE, C.M.G., LL.D., was born at Broomhall on the 8th of June 

1881.  He was at Eton where many other Bruces had been before him, and 

then went on to Balliol, Oxford. 

   Lord Elgin was initiated into the arts of war by joining the old Forfar and 

Kincardine R.G.A. Militia, in which he held a commission at the beginning of 

the century.  In 1908 he raised a battery of Heavy Artillery (Territorials) in 

Fife, and was Major in command of it till 1917, when he was appointed to the 

Staff of the Director of Labour with the Expeditionary Force in France.  His 

duty there was in connection with the distribution, control, and administration 

of all the Labour units attached to the army, consisting of British Labour 

Companies, Indians, Chinese, and various other nationalities, and also 

prisoners of war.  The work comprised the construction and maintenance of 

roads and railways, and work at ammunition depots, trench-digging, water-

supply, salvage, forestry, and many other smaller services, including the 

providing of óentertainersô to the troops.  In 1918 we find him Labour 

Commandant, with rank of Colonel.  At one time during the German advance 

in 1918 he had about 35,000 men under his immediate command. 

   In 1921 Lord Elgin married the Hon. Katherine Elizabeth Cochrane of 

Cults, M.B.E., elder daughter of Thomas, 1st Baron Cochrane of Cults, 

brother of the 12th Earl of Dundonald.  This marriage is very interesting from 

the fact that Lady Elgin and her husband both descend from the same man, 

namely, Edward Bruce of Elgin and Blairhall.  Their family consists of two 

girls and two boys; the elder of the boys, Andrew, Lord Bruce, was born 17th 

February 1924.  During the War Lady Elgin was employed in the Foreign 

Office, and was subsequently attached to the British Peace Delegation in 

Paris in 1919. 

   Like his great-great-grandfather (Charles), Lord Elgin has held the office of 

Grand Master Mason of Scotland.  In 1925 he was the Lord High 

Commissioner to the General Assembly of the Church of Scotland.  He is 
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Chairman of the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust, the Educational 

Endowments Commission (Scotland), the National Advisory Council on 

Juvenile Employment (Scotland), and the Forth Conservancy Board.   Beside 

his national interest he takes a very active one in country matters of all kinds.  

Farming, too, takes up a considerable amount of his time and thought. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  The relics at Broomhall are many and varied but pride of place must be 

given to Robert the Bruceôs sword.  This, as we have seen, was bequeathed in 
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1791 to the present Bruce line by Mrs. Bruce, a daughter of Bruce of Newton 

and Cowden, and widow of Henry Bruce of Clackmannan.  On one occasion 

the old lady received Scotlandôs national bard, and tapping him on the head 

with the sword, said óRise up, Sir Robert Burns.ô   The sword, which has still 

intact part of the original covering of the hilt, has a blade 3 ft. 8 ins. Long.  

The total length of the sword is 5 ft. 1½.   The blade is topped with a large 

malleable-iron knob; the same is encased with hard wood, covered in turn 

with a jacket of strong leather, sewn at one side and tacked on to the wood 

with studs at intervals.  This sword was carried by Lord Elgin at the Bruce 

sexcentenary celebrations; his place in the official procession was 

immediately behind the Lyon King of Arms. 

   Another interesting relic is the bed in which Charles I was born.  This was 

the nuptial bed of Queen Anne of Denmark, consort of King James VI and I 

of Great Britain and Ireland, and used to be kept in an inn at Dunfermline.  

The innkeeper, Mrs. Walker, refused 50 guineas offered her by Bishop 

Pocock of Ireland, and eventually gave it to the Earl of Elgin.  It is now 

arranged as a mantelpiece in the dining-room.  The four walnut legs, with 

beautifully carved figures appear, on each side of the fireplace, as pillars to 

support the shelf, and the continuation upwards of those legs, also as pillars, 

two on each side, flank the walnut centre-piece, which was once the panel at 

the foot of the bed.  
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CHAPTER VII:  WILLIAM HALL., BARON  
 

   WAVERTREE OF DELAMERE   

 

 W ILLIAM HALL, third son of the late Sir Andrew Barclay 

Walker, 1st Baronet of Gateacre Grange, County Lancaster was born on 

Christmas morning, 1856, at óThe Hollies.ô  óWillie Walker,ô to give him the  

name he was once so well known by in sporting circles in England as well as 

Scotland is not merely a Scotsman in this accidental way.  His mother, Eliza, 

eldest daughter of John Reid, was born and brought up at Limekilns, while 

his father was born in Ayrshire, the grandson of Mr Andrew Walker of 

Bonville, Maryhill, near Glasgow, who built Bonville, circa 1807.  He was taken to England when he reached the not very great age of one 

month.  In later years, however, he paid repeated visits to his grandmother at 

óThe Hollies,ô and got to know not a little about sips and sea life at the old 

seaport.  He also first learnt at Limekilns how to sail a boat. 

   It was round about the year 1874 when the late Marquis of Linlithgow (then 

Earl of Hopetoun, a boy of fourteen) used to amuse himself in a rather 

unusual fashion on the Forth.  He would get six or eight of the Hopetoun 

gardeners and dress them up in sailorsô clothes, while he himself would don a 

middyôs uniform, and have a man in a red coat with a rifle in the bow of a 

boat, with a flag in the stern; and they would al row off from Port Edgar to 

the Fife coast; the little middy óHope,ô as he was called by his friends, armed 

with a telescope, in command.  They would pull right in to the harbour at 

Limekilns, and take the village by surprise, for óHopeò pretended to make a 

landing as a conqueror.  Willie Walker, a few years his senior, would join in 

the fun as one of the enemy to oppose the Hopetoun host.  The óattackô 

generally ended by the gardener-sailors being treated to a glass apiece at The 

Ship, and the óconquerorô and his crew would row back again to the opposite 

shore. 

   Sometime later, one of Lord Wavertreeôs uncles, Mr James Monro, 

formerly of Limekilns, distinguished himself at the age of thirty by swimming 

the Forth.  There is an account of this exploit in the Dunfermline Press dated 

14th August 1875.  It has since been swum twice only ï by Mr W.E. Barnie 

and Miss Gleitze.  Mr Monro started from the old pier at North Queensferry.  

There was strong cold easterly wind with a heavy swell.  He had to contend 

with strong eddies on both sides of the Forth and with the current in the 
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middle which carried him close under the bow of the guardship of the Forth, 

H.M.S.  Favourite, and it gave him a cheer.  As the crow flies, the distance 

from point to point would be close on one and a half miles, but the course the 

currents took him would make up nearer two and a half.  He was in the water 

for one and a half hours. 

   Willie Walker was sent to Harrow.  There he won first prizes, for fencing 

with foil and single-stick, and for swimming.  He was a demon under the 

water, and proved that he could keep there for the space of two minutes. 

   On leaving school he took to other kinds of sport, but being still under the 

rule of a very strict father, he was for the time only able to indulge his tastes 

on Saturdays.  His father had no sympathy with sport, and purchased for his 

son an original set of prints after Frithôs well-known series of pictures, The 

Road to Ruin, as an awful warning to discourage racing propensities.  The 

boy hung the prints on the wall, for they were good ones, but this did not 

prevent him from hanging on to the saddle himself in many a flat-race and 

point-to-point from that day forward; and instead of becoming one of the 

worst on the Turf, he has loomed as one of the very best. 

    
  óThe crowd that goes horse-racing is a motley one at best, 

Yet the few above suspicion atone for all the rest; 

For the magnate (not the mushroom) and the manly side, we know, 

Are more concerned with jockeys and the horses that will go. 

 

    Before very long he launched into sport all round.  Hunting, racing, 

steeple-chasing, shooting, deer-stalking, polo, coaching: all in turn have given 

him pleasure, and in each pursuit he has excelled. 

   Lord Wavertree first took up pony-racing.  A record of his 311 races under 

Pony and Polo Racing Rules is to be found in Gentlemen Riders, Past and 

Present, compiled by that considerable sportsman and distinguished Old 

Harrovian the late John Maunsell Richardson, in collaboration with Finch 

Mason, the artist, Between the years 1877 and 1890 he won 127 races on the 

flat and over hurdles and fences, his lowest riding weight being nine stone.  In 

1888 and 1889 he headed the list of riders under Polo and Pony Rules, with 

thirty-two wins out of fifty-six mounts in 1889, and thirty-one of eighty-one 

in 1889. 

   At Polo, in the óeighties and early ónineties the brothers Walker, playing for 

the Liverpool Club, were a good second to the brothers Peat.  There ponies 

too, were amongst the best of their day; some of them are mentioned in 

Riding and Polo of the Badminton series, and also in Captain Hayesôs Points 

of the Horse.  In the 1906 edition of óTomô Drybroughôs Polo is a portrait of 

óDynamite,ô celebrated as having carried the great Johnny Peat brilliantly in 

many open Champion Cup wins.  She made the record price (460 gs.) at his 
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sale in 1895; Willie Walker bought her as a brood-mare.  óMagic,ô too, 

belonged to him ï a splendid type of pony of tht far-off day. 

   The coming of the Liverpool team to Scotland, about the year 1891, was 

very largely responsible for the after-success of the Edinburgh team.  

Liverpool beat Edinburgh pretty easily, and Willie Walker and his ponies 

were afterwards the talk of the sporting division of the Scottish capital. 
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                  PORTRAIT OF THE RIGHT HON. LORD WAVERTREE  
           By John S. Sargent, R.A., H.R.S, A. 

   Parliamentary duties prevented him from going on with the game; he did, 

however, previous to entering Parliament, play in the International matches at 

Paris in 1896 and 1897, and in a number of other important matches at 

Hurlingham, Ranelagh, and Rugby.  The team that won the International Cup 

at Paris in 1896 included him, as back, with the American, Frank Mackay, the 

late Lord Shrewsbury, and óTobyô Rawlinson, all fine players in their best day 

and well mounted. 

   In the winter-time he took up steeplechasing as ardently as he did fox-

hunting.  The first óchase he rode in was in 1870 and the last in 1910 ï thirty 

years in he saddle at this kind of game for one who was an active 

Parliamentarian for a good part of the time shows that Lord Wavertree 

possesses the same amount of grit that made some of the men of óNimrodôsô 

day so famous. 

   Over and over again a óchaser of his was ridden first past the post at this or 

that important meeting.  In 1894 Colonel Hall Walker (Lord Wavertree 

commanded the Old Lancashire Artillery Militia) won the Grand National 

with óThe Soarer,ô Major Campbell (now Lieut.-General Sir David Campbell, 

G.O.C. in C., Aldershot) being in the saddle.  He himself rode winners in a 

number of National Hunt races, and in point-to-point in Derbyshire and 

elsewhere, the most interesting for him, perhaps, being óThe Senatorôs Race.ô  

He was mounted on óButtercupô (by óThe Baronô) when, at the age of fifty-

four, he won this race ï The House of Commons Lightweight Point-to-Point 

Steeplechase of 1910.  óButtercupô was also his charger. 

   As a member of the Coaching Club for ten years, he never knew himself 

scratch a horse or the coach. 

   Lord Wavertree has reason to be proud of his performance with a rifle (a 

Fraser double ejector 450 express), for it surpasses that of the renowned 

Horatio Ross.  His ó120 stags in 40 days óstill remains the British record.  

Amongst them were ten royals.  He leased three forests, Fasnakyle being one 

of them, and his record was made in 1893.  óSix stags fell on one day to six 

bullets, and on another day in one stalk five to five bullets in five seconds,ô 

which was no thanks to a gillie, for he did without one altogether and had no 

deer-hound but a short-legged, rough-haired mongrel of a terrier as his only 

guide and companion.  If that isnôt record-breaking it is difficult to say what 

is. 

   As an owner and breeder of race-horses Lord Wavertree is perhaps best 

known to the world both on or off the Turf for his gift to the nation in January 

1916 of the National Stud.  This valuable and useful stud of thoroughbreds 

continues to pay its way, and is no drag on the nationôs purse; it stands out, 

too, as the winning breeding establishment of 1922 ï a splendid achievement 
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for the old Tully Stud, as it used to be called while still the property of 

Colonel Hall Walker. 

   

 The gift comprised 6 stallions, including óRoyal Realmô and óWhite Eagleô; 

43 brood-mares, with old óClack Cherryô standing out as a queen amongst 

mothers, óColoniaô (by Persimmonô ï óSandblastô), dam ofô óAll Whiteô who 

ran third to óShaun Spadahô in that memorable 1921 Grand National, 

óCountess Zia,ô dam of the Liverpool Cup winner óEaglehawk,ô and a colt (by 

óTraceryô) who was sold by the National Stud for 8000 gs. At Newmarket in 

July 1921, and many more sterling good mares whose names are already writ 

large in the history of thoroughbred stock; 10 two-year-olds; 19 yearlings; 5 

horses in training; a few half-breds; some cart-horses; and, thrown in with all 

these, 308 pure and half-bred shorthorns. 

   The main object of this gift was that the nation would have the best class of 

horse that it is possible to obtain in order to keep up, directly and indirectly, 

the standard of horses required for the army. 

   For a motto the Walker family had chosen óCura et Industria,ô and what 

care and industry must the breeder have expended over such a mighty stud as 

the Tully Stud!  Twice did Colonel Hall Walker heard the list of winning 

owners on the Turf; and horses he had bred ï which included óPrince 

Palatine,ô óMinoru,ô óCharles and OôMalleyô (these three did not run in his 

name, and it was óMinoru,ô of course, who won the Derby when leased to 

King Edward in 1909) óPolar Star,ô óWitch Elm,ô óCherry Lass,ô óWhite 

Eagle,ô and óRoseate Dawnô ï won between them each of the five Classic 

races and all the other valuable stakes and cups at the most important 

meetings.  He won the St Leger with his Tully-bred óNight Hawkô in 1913. 

   The perfection of his paddocks in Ireland extorted warm admiration even 

from the envious.  They were not equaled, taking them as a whole, by any in 

Ireland or Britain. 

 

óOh, the splendour of Tully! Its grass and its clover, 

   That would take you a week to tramp it all over, 

Harrowed ever in season and rid of its tares, 

   Then sprinkled with shorthorns and scores of good mares. 

  

óWhat paddocks!  What stables!  What gardens so trim! 

   What heavenly pools where the moor-hens swim! 

What transport so quick to the joys of Japan!ô 

    

   For there was a Japanese garden at Tully, laid out by Japanese gardeners, 

and it was second to none outside Japan.  That, too, was the doing of this 

distinguished sportsman.  And in Tully House was to be seen a remarkable 

collection of paintings by the old sporting masters, Wootton, Sartorius, J. F. 
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Herring, Seymour, George Stubbs, etc., many of which Lord Wavertree 

presented to the Jockey Club. 

   Perhaps, on the whole, Lord Wavertree has got more pleasure out of fox-

hunting than he has derived from any other sport.  He is a particularly fine 

horseman, always rides with great judgment, and never was a madman in the 

saddle, as so many reputed óhard men to houndsô have been.  He has good 

hands and, depending more on balance than on grip, is what one calls a pretty 

rather than a particularly strong horseman. 

   A great many men and women can follow others over fences when hounds 

are running hard, but the art of horsemanship is best understood by watching 

a man at the start picking his own panel, letting his horse take a tall, quickest 

fence leisurely, and leaving it nicely behind him, while other are ramming 

their spurs and rushing at it.  The one has found the key to the horseôs  mouth; 

the others have not; that is the secret of the whole ting.  But Lord Wavertree 

found tht key in his early days, when he loved to school his own horses and 

ponies, and has neer lost it. 
 

óTouch lightly, and talk to our horse as youôre riding 

In language unheard, for you each, have a brain; 

Touch lightly and humour him often deciding 

To think with, the bridle and speak with the rein.ô 
  

    Besides other activities at home and in France during the Great War, 

including turning his London house, Sussex Lodge, into a hospital, Lord 

Wavertree took over the Mastership of the Cheshire Hounds, and kept them 

continually running and killing foxes until another came forward to hold the 

reins of office.  For the season 1915-16, he was able to find forty hunters in 

Leicestershire at the average cost of 200 gs., and these together with some of 

his own thoroughbreds were turned out as well as war rations would permit.  

During that season no less than 130 brace of foxes were killed in 150 daysô 

hunting; the Cheshire was a 6 day-a-week pack at that time, and there were 

20 couples of dog-hounds and 60 couples of bitches in the kennels.  But it 

took a deal of good kennel-management on the part of Edwin Short, the 

huntsman, to keep ï and on war-time diet too ï from 15 to 18 couples daily in 

the field.   

   The breeding of the hounds was also by no means neglected, for was it not 

Cheshire óSergeant,ô the sire of Linlithgow and Stirlingshire óRaider,ô who 

was champion at Peterbourgh?  A daughter of óSergeantô also won at 

Peterborough for the Eglinton Kennel.  Mr Hugh Tinsley made a real good 

Hunt Secretary, and that was half the battle fought for the Master. 

   Sandy Brow, not far from historic Tarporley, and close to Delamere Forest, 

has for many years been Lord Wavertreeôs hunting-box, one of the snuggest 

in the land.  Long ago Captain Hayes, widely known as a writer on the horse, 

lived there as manager of his Lordshipôs steeplechase horses.  But as a trainer 
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he was not a success.  Jack Ferguson, as manager, and old Bostock, as trainer, 

between them put matters right, and success followed success for the Blue 

Peter check and cherry cap.  

   Lord Wavertree has also been very interested in yachting, and owns the 

motor yacht Vonna.  She may be described best n his own words: - 
 

óShe was lying in the Seine.  The moment I set eyes on her I 

decided to buy her.   I have had fifty years of yachting and in the 

whole of my experience have never yet come across a boat so 

roomy, and yet such a graceful model on the water and withal so 

seaworthy. 

óShe is only 130 tons, but she has as much freeboard as a 400-ton 

ship, and as much accommodation, both for passengers and crew . . 

. .  No one who has seen her has failed to be astonished at her 

accommodation and compactness . . .ó 
 

   A Wayfarerôs Diary ï as Lord Wavertree has called the stray recollections 

of a crowded life, assembled in two volumes, and from which the above is 

quoted ï contains enough plain speaking to preclude its publication for many 

years to come; but future generations will be entertained by the breezy style, 

some startling glimpses behind the scenes, and the frank pictures of several of 

the leading figures of our day. 

   The following extracts are chosen for their variety and or the insight they 

give into the nature of the Diary ï and of the diarist: - 
 

óIn 1887, there was a great gathering of yachts at Cowes for the wedding 

of Princes Beatrice to Prince Henry of Battenberg.  My father, Sir 

Andrew Barclay Walker, had invited as guests on board [the Cuhona] 

for the wedding, and a subsequent cruise to Holland ï Prince Victor 

Hohenlohe, a cousin of Queen Victoria; Prince Edward of Saxe-

Weimar, also a relative; the Earl of Lathom (the Lord Chamberlain); the 

Earl of Kintore; his uncle, Major Charles Keith-Falconer; and myself.  

The meeting of these guests evoked a flood of anecdote and 

reminiscence and I was so impressed at the time that I made a note of 

many of the yarns and anecdotes. . .  

óFor the present, I will content myself with recounting just one little bit 

of drama related by Prince Victor Hohenlohe:  In the Crimea, Count 

Gleichen ï as the Prince was then ï was a midshipman.  One day he 

passed some corpses laid out for burial and from curiosity he turned the 

coverings back from their faces to see if he knew any of them. He was 

struck by the appearance of one, who seemed to retain a remarkable 

colour for a dead man.  So he took the trouble to get the surgeon to 

come along and look at him, but as the result of his examination the 

surgeon pronounced him dead.  As he lifted his head, however, he felt 
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something on the skull; and on further investigation found a wedge of a 

wood sticking in.  He pulled it out; whereupon the ñdeadò boy stretched 

himself and opened his eyes.  That boy was Wolseley ï the Sir Garnet 

and Lord Wolseley of later years. 

óI told this story to Lord Wolseley myself.  He knew the facts but not the 

name of the man who had saved his life.ô 
 

 Here we find Lord Wavertree as a legislator: - 
 

   ó. . . I had paid a visit to Antwerp, Ghent, Rotterdam and Brussels in 1913, 

my object at that time being to obtain first-hand knowledge of the traffic in 

the old horses for sale as food.  I afterwards succeeded in passing through the 

House of Commons a private Bill to regulate this horrible form of commerce.  

In writing about me, some scribe has referred to me as a silent member of the 

House.  It is quite true that I seldom spoke; but I made many speeches, for all 

that, when I was obliged to take part in debates and committees; and as this 

was the only private Bill that any member has ever succeeded in passing 

through all its stages ï first and second reading, committee, report, and third 

reading, for forty years ï surely I can lay claim to having spoken effectively.  

. .ô 

And here as a raconteur: - 
 

   ó . . . The same affable member proceeded to recount a Kitchener story!  His 

vis-à-vis at a luncheon party in India ï a lady ï had asked him:  ñIs it really 

true, Lord Kitchener, that you have such an abhorrence of women that you 

never intend to marry?ò  All ears were alert for the reply:  ñMadam, I 

consider familiarity breeds contempt.ò  Quite undaunted by this cutting 

response, the lady rather scored off him by her instant rejoinder:  ñWell, I 

have always believed that one could not breed anything without familiarity.ò . 

. .ô 
 

The next is one of the non-pungent comments on men of note: - 
 

     óI was just too late to go on board the Mauretania before she sailed for 

New York.  I was anxious to see the Earl of Birkenhead to say good-bye to 

him.  He is going out to give ten law lectures at £2000 a lecture.  In 1900 

when I was suddenly called upon to stand as a Conservative for the Widnes 

Division I sent for him to help in my fight.  He had just taken his degree at 

Oxford, and though ñF. E.ò was then a briefless barrister, I recognised he 

must eventually become a great political force.  I rewarded him for his 

incalculable service to me at that time by giving him £600 worth of briefs the 

same year, when he again proved of signal service to me.  And I like to think 

I must have been of service to him for very soon after he was making £8000 a 

year at the Junior Bar on the Northern Circuit.  I believe it was in 1908 he 

asked my advice as to taking silk.  I gave him a brief as K.C., with Carson, 
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and from that moment he went ahead, making £16,000 a year.  Since then I 

have watched his career with much pride and interest, though at times with 

some anxiety.ô 

 

Racing figures prominently in the Diary: - 

        óé On the platform going down to the Hurst Park Races, I was standing 

outside the carriage door when up came David Campbell the ñSoarerôsò 

owner, and said:  ñYou are jus the very man I want to see.  My father wonôt 

pay my debts as long as I have a race horse, and I want you to buy the 

ñSoarerò from me, on condition that I ride him and Willie Moore trains him.ò  

I need not say how pleased I was, but I donôt think I showed it, at least I tried 

not to show it.  ñWhat you want for him?ò  ñÃ600 and Ã500 if he wins.ò  

ñWell,ò said I, ñyou have been making all the conditions so far.  Now it is my 

turn.  My conditions are that he runs in my colours to-day.ò   ñRight!ò   And 

the bargain was struck.  The ñSoarerò ran, and would have won easily but 

unfortunately ñMidshipmiteò fell at the last jump (it was a hurdle in those 

days) and the ñSoarerò jumped on top of him and fell too.  Well, this was in a 

way fortunate, for you could get 50 to 1 against him to as much as you 

wanted.  I never cared about betting, but my friends wouldnôt back it unless I 

did so I put £50 on . . .  The horse won, and I can just tell you that I had 

cramp in my cheeks from smiling for days afterwards.ô 

 

 Horse-breeding is also given a prominent place: - 

 

    ó . . . The Haras de Quesnay is the most perfect stud farm I have ever seen.  

It was snatched from the Aga Khan, who, on my recommendation, was 

anxious to by it, by Mr A.H. Macomber, who gave two million francs for it, 

and has since spent a lot of money on it. . . .  But it cannot compare with my 

old Tully stud for land, which after all is the only mater of vital impotence to 

be considered.  I donôt suppose there are more than a hundred acres in the 

Quesnay stud, whereas I have a thousand - and with the finest grass in the 

world.  I consider this is a great factor in the successful breeding of racing 

stock.  If the wild horse is of necessity incestuously bred, there must be some 

way by which Nature overcomes this.  The master of the herd is the strongest 

horse ï and he covers his relatives ï mother, sisters, daughters, cousins, and 

aunts; not to speak of grandmothers and grand-aunts. 

   óIn reading an old book on the wild horse, I came across a statement that it 

was seldom found in the same place.  The wild hose travels incessantly.  I 

concluded from this that the incestuous breeding was overcome by the 

feeding on fresh pastures.  ñSignorinettaò was bread by Chevalier Genestrelli 

at Newmarket, and as he was getting poorer in his old age he could not afford 

to pay for the keep of his mare and foal.  So he put them in his orchard, which 
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had neer fed anything before and this resulted in success, as ñSignorinettaò 

won the Derby.ô 

 And here, in conclusion, is a glimpse of social life: - 

 
       óAt ten oôclock in the morning, despite the fact that he had been dancing 

until 3.30 a.m. the King of Spain came abroad [the Vonna was anchored of 

Deauville], to take some of us to the polo ground.  He drove his car himself.  

There was an excellent match the finals between Pau, represented by 

Montbrisson, Fitzgerald, Hitchcock, and Prince, and a side that included the 

Marquis de San Miguel (who damaged his hand by a fall and had to retire), 

the Marquis de Villabragon, the Conte de la Maza, and Traill, representing 

Madrid.  Baillie and the King played alternately as substitutes.  The Pau 

Hunt won by 8 to 3.ô 

 

      The Vonna was not the only yacht Lord Wavertree converted into a 

veritable palace on water; his first feat in this direction was very many years 

go, in 1882, when he became, so he believes, óa prisoner of modern 

decorative art as it exists afloatô ï he adorned his fatherôs yacht, the R.Y.S. 

Cuhona, at a cost of £40,000.  His father smiled and paid.  That yacht 

subsequently became the harem of a Turkish Pasha.  At the time Lord 

Wavertree carried out these decorations, ships, and even hotels, never rose 

much beyond white paint, gold beading and crimson plush seatings.  The 

shipping people of Liverpool visited the yacht in the Mersey ï they came to 

jeer, and went away to praise.  It was said that óevery crowned head in Europe 

visited her.ô 
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